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Theme 

“Ensuring inclusion of persons with disabilities in a changing world through the 

implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities” 

Introduction – Namibia: A Nation Committed to the Rights of All  

Mr. President, 

The 2011 National Population and Housing Census places the number of persons with 

disabilities at 98 413, which is 4.7% of our total population. The Namibian policy, legislative 

and institutional framework is conducive to address the rights of persons with disabilities. The 

December 4th 2007 ratification of the UNCRPD and the Optional Protocol reaffirmed our 

commitment to protect, promote and fulfil the rights of persons with disabilities with an acute 

sense of urgency.  

In this regard, Namibia is in the process of reviewing the 1997 National Disability Policy and 

the National Disability Council Act 26 of 2004. This is in an effort to meet both its domestic 

and international obligations through the use of stronger textual language in the domestic 

institutional, policy and legislative framework that will reflect the letter and spirit of the CRPD.  

Namibia is fully aware that technology, digitalization and ICTs for the empowerment and 

inclusion of persons with disabilities are of utmost importance in a fast changing world. 

The Ministry of Information and Communication Technology is hard at work to articulate a 

comprehensive national digital policy and strategy framework that will illuminate the path for 

digital operations in Namibia and to keep the current momentum on digitalization, they will 

soon engage a host of stakeholders both in the public and private sector, to generate a range of 

products and services that should be prioritized. The division of ICT in the Ministry of 

Education, Arts and Culture plays a crucial advisory role with the procurement of technology 

for children with disabilities and they provide the quality assurance and support to schools. 

Mr. President, 

Social inclusion and the right to the highest attainable standard of health for persons with 

disabilities were set as high priorities by the Namibian Government. For instance, persons 

with disabilities have access to free medical health care. There is provision of assistive needs 

for persons with disabilities such as sunscreen for albinism, orthopedic assistive devices for 

those with physical disabilities, provision of disability grants and availability of social workers 

for home visits to support children with disabilities and persons with mental health related 

disabilities to name a few.  

Further to the provision of services and support, Namibia remains fully committed to the 

inclusion of persons with disabilities in society through participation in cultural life, 

recreation, leisure and sports. For example, the Namibian Government continues to support 

Para-Olympic athletes whom have made the country proud through their outstanding 

achievements at the games. 
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Interactive dialogue with the UN systems 

The Government of the Republic of Namibia (GRN) is fully aware that continuous interaction 

with the UN systems is a high priority to ensure rights of people with disabilities are upheld, 

promoted and protected. Namibia made progress in 3 key areas.  

Progress – 3 Key Areas 

Firstly, Namibia received funding under the United Nations Country Team from the project of 

the United Nations Partnership on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNPRPD) to achieve 

three outcomes, namely strengthening data collection, improve coordination and improve 

access to ECD for children with disabilities. The project will be implemented during the period 

2018- 2021. 

Secondly, Namibia hosted trainings for more than 90 people, which include persons with 

disabilities, service providers, and government officials on the implementation of the UNCRPD 

focusing on employment, education and health sectors. We applaud the United Nations 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA) for strengthening our capacity to 

achieve greater inclusion and more active participation in society. 

Thirdly, The Basic Education Bill was tabled in September 2018 in parliament. 

Parliamentarians in both Houses applauded it as a very progressive and learner centered Bill, 

which adequately addresses the rights of learners with disabilities to quality inclusive education 

and other services.  I am also happy to confirm that the Bill is aligned with the Child Care and 

Protection Act, (Act No. 3 of 2015). Furthermore, in order to address the educational needs of 

learners with disabilities, the Ministry of Education, Arts and Culture, with financial and 

technical support from UNICEF, conducted a rapid analysis of the implementation of the 

Sector Policy on Inclusive Education in Namibia.  Policy recommendations, include making 

schools accessible to all learners with disabilities, provision of assistive technology and 

improved teacher capacity to address the needs of individual learners. 

Additionally, and importantly, Namibia also recognizes the intersectional nature of 

discrimination, and hence is State party to the African Charter Protocol on Women’s Rights in 

Africa which in article 24 specifically guaranteed the rights of women with disabilities. Our 

National Disability Policy (Women with Disabilities) affirms the fact that in many areas 

women have been discriminated against and subjected to cultural, social and economic 

disadvantages. As a result, this has impeded their access to education, training and employment 

and therefore needs special protection and mention in various policy, legal and institutional 

frameworks.  

Challenges 

The continued efforts to protect and promote the rights of persons with disabilities has not been 

without challenges but these are not insurmountable. For instance, stigma and discrimination 

because of misconceptions around disability remains concerning. The lack of human and 
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financial resources, especially in the current drought conditions where a state of emergency 

was declared also remains challenging but efforts are being made to address it. 

 

Conclusion: Moving Forward with a Focus on Awareness Rising 

 

Mr. President, 

 

Namibia has undertaken a number of actions, including workshops and training for 

government, organization and civil society, in order to raise awareness on the rights of 

persons with disabilities and to inform persons with disabilities and society in general about 

the obligations contained in the CRPD and national legislation and policies. 

 

OPDs work closely with national leadership, local authorities, traditional leaders and 

organizations of persons with disabilities to raise awareness and sensitize communities on 

disability issues, rights and disability mainstreaming (nothing about us without us). 

Additionally, we recognise and celebrate disability commemorative days, regular Ministerial 

statements are made in parliament, including providing context when important matters such 

as when the national budget is considered.   

 

Mr. President, 

It is our hope, that we will continue to benefit from sharing of experiences at platforms like 

this and other networks to ensure the CRPD is implemented in a manner that provides real 

change for persons with disabilities.  

 

Thank you for your kind attention.  


