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Mr. Chairman, 

At the outset, I wish to congratulate you on your election as the chair of the Third Committee of 

the 70th Session of the United Nations General Assembly.   My congratulations also go to all 

members of your bureau.  I lend our full support and cooperation in the discharge of your duty. 

My delegation aligns itself with the statements made by the Republic of South Africa on behalf 

of the Group of 77 and China, and the Philippines on behalf of ASEAN respectively. 

The Lao PDR welcomes the Secretary General’s report on Social Development under this 

agenda item. 

Mr. Chairman,  

We mark this year with the celebration of the 70th anniversary of the establishment of the United 

Nations after the end of the World War II.   Another landmark importance is the adoption of the 

2030 agenda for sustainable development that will be implemented in the next 15 years to 

address the challenges, including the social issues, the world is facing.  

 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

The Lao PDR attaches great importance to the social development, in particular, on issues such 

as poverty eradication, education for all, health and employment. Our commitment to address 

these issues can be seen from the achievements made in the implementation of the five-year 

national socio-economic development plans in which  the MDGs were mainstreamed into the 

national priorities and goals.  As a result, poverty rate has declined significantly from 48% in 

1990 to around 17% in 2014. However, much remains to be done to eradicate poverty.  

Therefore, the Lao Government is taking various policies and measures to achieve continued 

annual economic growth rate of at least 8% by broadening its economic activities at the national 

level and enhance regional cooperation and strengthening capacity of private sector to generate 

more  employment opportunities, thereby increasing incomes and lifting the standard of living 

and well-being of our people.    
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The Lao Government views education is a key to success and the youth is the future of the 

country.  Therefore, the Government has made every effort to attain the universal primary 

education to ensure the solid step of the career development of the young people. As a result, 

significant improvement of primary school enrolment ratio has been recorded with the increase 

from 84% in 2005 to 98.5% in 2014. There are also improvements in the school enrolment at the 

secondary and tertiary education levels. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

As a predominant agricultural country, much of the workforce are working in this sector. 

However, in recent years, the economic platform of the country has expanded into other sectors, 

such manufacturing, mining, hydro-power energy, construction and tourism industries, the 

government, therefore,  has paid close attention to improve the skills of the workforce to meet 

the demand of the emerging sectors. In this connection, the Government is promoting the 

technical and vocational education and training to upgrade the skills of the workforce.    

 

The Lao PDR is strongly committed to supporting people with disabilities. We are party to the 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Provisions under the Convention has been 

advocated and implemented at the central and local levels aimed at the rights of persons with 

disabilities to be fully respected. 

Mr. Chairman, 

In conclusion, the Lao PDR reaffirms its commitment to the Copenhagen Declaration and 

Program of Action. We are also committed to translating the 2030 development agenda into 

concrete framework and action aimed at addressing the challenges we are facing that will leave 

no one behind. Top priority for us, is peace and stability, the eradication of poverty, economic 

growth and graduation from the least developed country status.  

I thank you. 

 


