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Madame Chairperson, 

  My delegation aligns itself with the statements made by South Africa on behalf of Group 

of 77 and China and Cambodia on behalf of ASEAN. 

 The Lao PDR appreciates the Report of the Secretary General under this agenda item. 

Madame Chairperson,  

 

 The empowerment of Women and gender equality is one of the top priorities of the 

Government of the Lao PDR. The Constitution of the Lao PDR is a legal guarantee of the 

equality between men and women in politics, economy, culture and society, as well as in the 

family. In addition, the amendment of the Constitution in 2003 was focusing on increasing 

responsibility in protecting women's interests and women's advancement. To this end, women of 

all ethnic groups in Lao PDR should receive equal treatment in terms of legal rights, economic 

and social opportunities.   

 The principle of equality is reflected in several national laws, such as the Labour Law, 

which requires nondiscrimination in employment and equal pay; Family Law provides that the 

husband and wife have equal rights in all aspects within the family; Law on  Development and 

Protection of Women which has been enacted to ensure and uplift women's role and to define 

measures for the protection of the legitimate interests of women as well as the responsibility of 

the state, society and family vis-a-vis women.  

 Besides, the Government's commitment to gender equality is also reflected in a number 

of policy documents, including those on Population, Health and Human Resources. The Lao 

Government has approved the Development Plan for Lao Women that includes goals and 
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programs to promote Lao Women's legal awareness; to improve their education, skill levels, 

health, nutrition, and income-generating opportunities.  

 To ensure the effective implementation of the laws and policies on women advancement 

as mentioned above, the Lao Government assigned the Lao Women's Union and Lao National 

Commission for the Advancement of Women (Lao NCAW) which was established in 2003 as a 

core national machineries to carry out those policies. Subsequently, the five-year National 

Strategy for the Advancement of Women for 2005-2010 was adopted which is in conformity 

with the Beijing Platform for Action. Currently, we are implementing the second National 

Strategy for 2011-2015 which prioritizes gender equality and the elimination of all forms of 

discrimination against women including violence with concrete indicators.  

 

Madam Chairperson, 

 

 Women's participation at the political level is an overarching priority for the Government 

of the Lao PDR. Much progress has been achieved in recent years with 25% of our National 

Assembly members are women and the current speaker of the National Assembly is a female. 

There is also an increase involvement of women in the decision-making of the Government and 

local administration at all levels.  

 

Madam Chairperson, 

 

 Education is a key to achieve the advancement of women apart from those legal 

instruments and policies that are well in place. In this connection, my government has done its 

utmost to achieve universal primary education and gender equality in education. As a result, the 

enrollment rate at primary school reached 98% in 2014. The gender parity index in Lao PDR has 

also steadily improved in all three levels of education.  

 

Madame Chairperson, 

 Lao PDR remains fully committed to international convention especially the Convention 

on the Elimination of All Forms against Women (CEDAW). We make concerted efforts to 

implement the CEDAW recommendations to eliminate all forms of violence and discrimination 

against women. We are currently preparing the 8th National Report on the implementation of 

CEDAW.  

 

Madame Chairperson, 

 To conclude, progresses on the advancement of women have been made, but much 

remains to be done.  My delegation reaffirms that the Government of the Lao PDR is committed 

to continuing the promotion and protection of women's rights. In this regard, we wish to thank all 

development partners for their valuable support to the work of advancement of women in my 

country and hope that the assistance will be continued.  

 

Thank you Madame Chairperson. 


