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Madam President,

Thank you for giving me the floor.

My delegation wishes to take this opportunity to thank the
delegation of Chile for presenting the draft decision just adopted
by the Council appointing Jamaica as a member of the Ad Hoc
Advisory Group on Haiti. We also wish to express our gratitude to

the members of the Council for supporting the decision.

Madam President,

Jamaica, as a close neighbour and partner, shares deep and
historical ties with our CARICOM sister nation - Haiti. We have
continually supported Haiti’s peace and development through
bilateral, regional and multilateral initiatives. Despite the legacies
of colonial divisions including language and cultural barriers, our
peoples share a history of struggle, a spirit of resilience and deep

national pride.

Jamaica remains deeply concerned about the political, social
and security situation in Haiti. The aggravating challenges are like
a shackle on the people of Haiti, who long for and are equally

deserving of achieving their own aspirations for human and
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national development. Global action to support Haiti to attain

Haitian-led solutions is urgently required.

This is one reason which propelled Jamaica’s interest in
participating in the work of the ad hoc Advisory Group on Haiti.
We believe that the multifaceted challenges require multipronged
responses. The strategies being pursued by Haiti and its partners
must be both focused and simultaneous in order to achieve

sustainable results.

I am pleased to recall my Prime Minister’s participation in the
ECOSOC meeting on Food Security in Haiti in June, as well as his
address to the Security Council in July. On these occasions, he
reaffirmed Jamaica’s commitment to taking concrete action to

support Haiti’s journey to stability and development.

Jamaica was honoured to host the first meeting of Haitian
stakeholders for three days of talks in Kingston in June under the
auspices of the three-member Eminent Persons Group established
by CARICOM. That meeting yielded fruitful discussions and the
Eminent Persons Group continues its work having just undertaken
a follow-up visit to Haiti from July 12 - 15. We welcome the

determination of Haitian stakeholders to reach a solution to the



governance issues, and take note of the decision by Prime Minister
Henry not to stand for re-election but to lead the transitional

government through to the holding of free and fair elections.

Madam President,

Jamaica and CARICOM'’s efforts are meant to form part of a
larger package of broad-based support. A robust and coordinated
effort is required, particularly in the short term, to address the
humanitarian crisis which has disrupted stability and is
devastating lives. CARICOM Heads, during the 45t Meeting
earlier this month, noted the need for the immediate creation of a
Humanitarian and Security Stabilization Corridor under the
mandate of a United Nations Security Council (UNSC) Resolution,
and agreed to seek support from international partners to help

finance its establishment and the strengthening of security in Haiti.

The needs are enormous but not beyond reach. While the
security and humanitarian situations are being addressed, we must
also ensure that we are supporting Haiti’s own efforts towards
long-term sustainable development, including the attainment of
the SDGs. We take note of the work being done by the United
Nations, its agencies, funds and programmes and encourage

continued and expanded support from various partners and



stakeholders towards tangible developmental gains at the

grassroots, community and national levels.

My delegation intends to further Jamaica’s commitment to
supporting these efforts through the work of the Ad Hoc Advisory
Group. I therefore reaffirm our assurance to the Chair of the Group,
as well as to the delegation of Haiti, that we will contribute as best

we can to achieve the mandate of the group.

I thank you.



