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Mayor Eric Adams,
Commissioner Jessica Tisch,
Distinguished guests,

Distinguished officers, proud members of the Jamaican-
American law enforcement community, members of the
Jamaican diaspora and esteemed friends of Jamaica,

| bring you warm greetings on behalf of the government and

people of Jamaica.

Let me start by saying thank you to Lieutenant Danae McFarlane
and her team at JAMLEO for this kind invitation to be with you this
evening. | am honoured to gather with you here today, not only to
celebrate the 63™ anniversary of Jamaica’s Independence, but to
pay tribute to the enduring spirit of a people whose resilience,
pride, and cultural vibrancy have left an indelible mark on the
world, including, and perhaps especially, right here in New York
City.

| also want to say thank you for your service as police officers
keeping New Yorkers safe and protecting NYC, because | firmly
believe that law enforcement anywhere, is law enforcement

everywhere.

Since August 6, 1962, when Jamaica raised its flag as a

sovereign nation, my beautiful island has stood as a beacon of



strength, resilience and self-determination, and many of our own
have trod the highways and byways of this city and these United
States, championing the cause of liberty and equality for all. The
likes of Marcus Mosiah Garvey, our first National Hero and Bob
Marley, our reggae icon, who regularly played football, | mean

soccer, in Central Park, come to mind.

But Independence for us is more than the celebration of a date, or
an occasion for a party, something Jamaicans don’t need any
excuse for, by the way. It's a mindset, an ethos, a reflection of
who we have become as a people, overcoming challenges as

they come in our way, with hope, confidence and conviction.

Someone described it to me as “the rhythm of reggae that

speaks truth to power.”

It is reflected in the colours of our flag that remind us of the
resilience of our people, of hardship overcome, natural beauty
preserved, and the abiding hope that fuels our journey into the
promise of tomorrow. It is why the theme of this year’s celebration
is Be Proud, Be Bold in the Black Green and Gold!

And here in New York, that spirit lives on in you - the Jamaican
American officers of the NYPD. You carry an awesome

responsibility, far more than just a badge; you carry a legacy: a



responsibility to future generations. In many ways, you also
represent a bridge between our two nations, two cultures, and
one shared commitment: to serve and protect with honor and to

ensure peace and safety in our communities.

As our Prime Minister said in his Independence Day Message to
the Diaspora, even though you have adopted another country and
this country has adopted you, you must still consider Jamaica

your home.

Whether you were born in Jamaica or here in New York, | know
that your Jamaican heritage remains a source of great pride and
strength. For all of us, it beats like a drum in every sinew of our
bodies. Our Jamaican-ness has shaped our values, our work
ethic, our self-discipline and our commitment to service. You bring
the warmth of the Caribbean to the cold streets of New York and
to the hardest communities in what Bob Marley called “this ya

concrete jungle”.

Giving truth to our National Pledge, you bring the wisdom and
courage of your minds and the strength and vigour of your bodies
to the complexities and challenges of modern policing. You also
show us that the diversity we see in New York City is not just a
strength—it’s an enduring blessing, reminding us of our own

Motto — Out of Many, One People.



So even as we celebrate Jamaica’s independence, let us also
celebrate your contributions to this great city. You are role models
for the next generation; proof that self-discipline, hard work and
determination coupled with an abiding commitment to service
above self can lead to success and reward. You show young
Jamaicans and New Yorkers that they can dream big, serve

boldly, and succeed and lead with integrity anywhere in the world.

| also wanted to take a moment to say thank you to JAMLEO for
not only tirelessly serving and protecting New York City, but also
for your contributions to Jamaican schools and communities over

the years.

Your gifts of cash and supplies, raised by “New York’s Finest” and
donated to schools across the island, have been greatly
appreciated and will help us immensely to ensure that our young
ones have the opportunities they deserve to become the best they

can be and perhaps also become known as “Jamaica’s finest”.

Let me close this evening by saying once again, thank you from a
grateful nation. Thank you for your courage. Thank you for
celebrating your culture and your heritage and for your service
and your kindness. And thank you for reminding us this evening

that even in this great city, no matter where we come from, we



can stand together in unity and with pride as we serve the

common cause of humanity.

Happy Independence, One Love!



