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Mr President, 

Jamaica is pleased to participate in the 12th Session of the Conference of 

States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

We congratulate you and your bureau on your appointment to successfully 

steer our deliberations and assure you of Jamaica’s full support.  

Jamaica remains as committed today to the full implementation of the 

CRPD as it did when it became the first country to sign and ratify the 

Convention in 2007, and the first country in the Caribbean to submit its 

Report. 

Since then, Jamaica has adopted a systematic and strategic approach 

towards the development and empowerment of persons with disabilities 

(PwDs) through its national development plan entitled “Vision 2030,” 

which is aligned to the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals. In that 

regard, Jamaica will be seeking to implement regulations, as well as, six 

Codes of Practice for Practical Guidelines for Inclusion, to strengthen the 

governance structure for the Jamaica Council for Persons with Disabilities. 

The Disabilities Rights Tribunal will also be established in the near future 

to hear cases of discrimination against persons with disabilities and to 

adjudicate same. 
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Technology, digitalization and ICTs for the empowerment and inclusion 

of persons with disabilities 

Mr. President,  

Technology, digitalization and ICTs are the engines for social and 

economic advancement nationally and globally, and particularly for PwDs.  

Jamaica is on a drive to develop a knowledge-based and digital society, in 

which PwDs are empowered and can use their knowledge to drive 

innovation, entrepreneurship and enhance their quality of life. The 

Government, therefore, has sought to accelerate its efforts to attain this 

target through a range of initiatives, including: 

 scaling up internet connectivity in more publicly accessible spaces to 

create Community Access Points (CAPs) in underserved 

communities;  

 installing computers equipped with speech software in the public 

libraries island wide;  

 enhancing access to information on services; and,  

 modernization of six special education institutions to enable PwDs in 

their educational development.  
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Social Inclusion and the right to the highest attainable standard of 
Health 
 

In the area of social inclusion and health, Jamaica continues to make 

notable advancements towards achieving the outcome of a Healthy and 

Stable Population, including by reducing barriers for persons with 

disabilities. Programmes being implemented focus on strengthening 

Primary Health Care and Health Promotion, as well as providing access to 

essential medicine. The pursuit of Universal Health Coverage and 

accessibility features are being factored into all refurbishing or construction 

of new health facilities, along with Departments’ provision and 

maintenance of adequate health infrastructure to ensure efficient and cost-

effective service delivery.  

Inclusion of persons with disabilities in society through participation in 

cultural life recreation, leisure and sports   

 
Jamaica is making strides by ensuring that national sports facilities are 

accessible to persons with disabilities and that these individuals are able to 

participate in several sporting activities, including the Blind Cricket 

Competition, The Special Olympics, The International Paralympics 

Committee (IPC) and World Athletics Championships. 

Awareness raising 

The JCPD has increased its national awareness campaign to sensitize and 

educate the public on The Disabilities Act and in the provision of services 
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that take account of the special requirements of persons with disabilities.  

In addition, efforts have been made to improve the access of persons with 

disabilities to information. This has culminated in the establishment of the 

Braille and Large Print Unit at the Ministry of Education, Youth and 

Information to transcribe materials. In addition, a physical activity guide 

has been produced where Blind persons can now access health and 

nutritional information in Braille. 

Mr. President,  

In conclusion, Jamaica will continue to actively pursue and heighten the 

efforts to ensure the empowerment, integration and participation of 

persons with disabilities in all facets of life as we strive to make Jamaica 

“the place of choice to live, work, raise families and do business.”   

I thank you Mr. President. 


