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Mr. Chairman, 

 

Jamaica aligns itself with the statements delivered by the Group of 77 and China, CELAC, and 

CARICOM.  

 

We thank the Secretary-General for the reports transmitted under this agenda item, as well as the 

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women for the reports on its sixty-fourth 

to sixty-sixth sessions. 

 

The advancement of women remains a priority consideration for the Government of Jamaica.  We 

have registered notable strides in that we record the highest proportion of women managers not 

only in the region, but in the world, with 59 percent of all managers being women. 

Notwithstanding this achievement, we are cognizant that inequities persist between men and 

women in the public and private spheres.  

 

We therefore welcome the efforts to boost women’s economic empowerment. We further welcome 

the attainment of gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls as a specific Goal of 

the SDGs and reaffirm our collective will to protect this vulnerable group and actively improve 

conditions for women and girls in all spheres.  

 

The global management consulting firm McKinsey & Company has conducted comprehensive 

research that estimates “the size of the economic potential from achieving gender parity”, by using 

15 indicators of gender equality in 95 countries.  Its findings show that in a scenario in which 

women participate in the economy identically to men, it would add up to “US$28 trillion, or 

26 percent, to annual global GDP in 2025 compared to a business-as-usual scenario”.      

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

The commitment, indeed the obligation, to eliminate all forms of violence against women and girls 

is not new to our agenda.  It is agreed in the Beijing Platform for Action, it is included in the 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, and it has been 

reaffirmed in Agreed Conclusions of the Commission on the Status of Women.  As we implement 

the SDGs, we must redouble our efforts to translate words into meaningful action, to examine how 

the attainment of the Goals affect women and girls and, equally important, how to activate and 

maximize the contribution they make to sustainable development. 
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Mr. Chair, 

 

Trafficking in women and girls is a serious human rights violation that touches every region.  

Women and girls are trafficked primarily for sexual exploitation, domestic servitude and forced 

marriage.  At the recently concluded high level meeting to appraise the Global Plan of Action to 

Combat Trafficking in Persons, Jamaica reiterated its position that the international community 

must provide a platform to give voice to the voiceless victims who suffer in silence. 

 

As a member of the Group of Champions for Women’s Economic Empowerment, Jamaica 

supports the full implementation of resolutions in the General Assembly and Security Council 

related to the advancement, peace and security of women, and in particular  Security Council 

Resolution 1325, championed by Jamaica during its Presidency of the Security Council in 2001.  

 

We have also ratified several gender-related international instruments, such as the Beijing Platform 

for Action, ILO Conventions C087, C098 and C189 and the Convention on the Elimination of all 

Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW).  Jamaica remains committed to their 

implementation and in that regard, will be reforming its relevant legal framework to protect 

informal workers and promote the formalization of their work in line with ILO Recommendation 

No. 204 

 

In May of this year, a Joint Select committee of Parliament resumed its review of four important 

pieces of legislation that address violence against women, girls and other vulnerable groups, 

including the Sexual Offences Act and the Domestic Violence Act. 

 

Furthermore, we continue to implement our 2011 National Policy for Gender Equality aimed at 

mainstreaming gender in national development.  Given the strong commitment to eradicate gender-

based violence, together with the legislative review earlier mentioned, the Cabinet recently 

approved the National Strategic Action Plan to Eliminate Gender-Based Violence (2017 – 2026).  

 

Mr. Chair, 

 

Jamaica remains committed to improving the condition of women and girls in rural areas, pursuant 

to General Assembly resolution 70/132.  In keeping with the goals outlined in the CEDAW 

regarding rural women, our Bureau of Gender Affairs partners with various entities to ensure that 

rural women, regardless of age or physical abilities, have access to health and social services, skills 

development, training opportunities and justice. 

 

Furthermore, the Government of Jamaica is finalizing a gender-sensitive Draft National Policy and 

Plan of Action on International Migration and Development.  It is intended to enhance the 
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protection of women migrant workers and forge a common understanding of the migration and 

development nexus.  The overall objective is to integrate international migration processes and 

considerations into national development planning, while ensuring that the well-being of migrants 

is improved. 

 

Mr. Chair, 

 

The international community celebrated International Women’s Day 2017 under the theme “Be 

Bold For Change”.  Are we bold enough?  Are our efforts paving the road for transformative 

change for our women and girls? 

 

Jamaica stands firm in its resolve to be bold in addressing the root causes of discrimination that 

stymie the advancement of women and is committed to securing an improved quality of life for our 

women and girls.  We thank UN Women and other international partners for their support and call 

for enhanced international cooperation, in order to effectively deliver on our agenda for the 

promotion of the rights of women and their full empowerment. 

 

I thank you. 


