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Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela - Few men in the history of mankind have had 

more impact on a nation and inspired the world. As Archbishop Desmond 

Tutu memorably said in 1994, after Mandela was elected president in 

South Africa's first democratic elections: "One man inspires us all; one man 

inspires the whole world!"  

I have been afforded the singular honour, on behalf of the Group of Latin 

American and Caribbean States, to deliver remarks in recognition of the life 

and indomitable spirit of Nelson Mandela, the pre-eminent political leader of 

our times.  

Only those who have paid the price of sacrificing their very lives can be 

said to have ever given more to a nation. His quest began in pursuit of a 

national cause, that of “a democratic and free society in which all persons 

would live together in harmony and with equal opportunities”, but it would 

ultimately stretch far beyond South Africa’s confines. Madiba or Tata, as he 

was affectionately known had the distinct ability to make us all feel like one 

family; to pursue the best in ourselves; and to embrace the hope that while 

we hail from different walks of life, we can be empowered to work towards 

and achieve a society based on mutual respect for all, a deep sense of 

shared purpose, inclusiveness, forgiveness, justice, tolerance and peace. 

And who better to inspire such principles, as elemental as they are lofty, 

than this icon of unmatched moral stature. 

On this occasion, which marks the seventh Nelson Mandela International 

Day on what would have been his 99th birthday; we celebrate his life and 

what we have learnt from his devoted walk with us.  We do so with the 

perpetual reminder that the long walk to a better future continues.  His 

memorable quote about his long walk bears repeating: “I have walked that 
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long road to freedom. I have tried not to falter; I have made missteps along 

the way. But I have discovered the secret that after climbing a great hill, 

one only finds that there are many more hills to climb. I have taken a 

moment here to rest, to steal a view of the glorious vista that surrounds me, 

to look back on the distance I have come. But I can only rest for a moment, 

for with freedom come responsibilities, and I dare not linger, for my long 

walk is not ended.” 

In this vein, the most fitting tribute to Nelson Mandela would be to maintain 

our unwavering commitment to his life’s cause and to mobilize future 

generations to confront the world’s challenges as he did, with humility, 

kindness, tolerance, compassion, forgiveness, patriotism, wisdom and 

humour.  

He reminds us that “what counts in life is not the mere fact that we have 

lived. It is what difference we have made to the lives of others that will 

determine the significance of the life we lead”. We engrave this maxim in 

our minds as we remember that on this Day we are called upon to continue 

the humanitarian legacy of this enlightened leader, quintessential 

statesman, freedom fighter, and peacemaker. Indeed, one cannot build 

peace without first vanquishing hate. Mandela understood this. On being 

asked in 2007 how he was able to keep his hatred in check after the 

barbarous torment that had been inflicted on him he answered, “Hating 

clouds the mind. It gets in the way of strategy. Leaders cannot afford to 

hate”. 

The Group of Latin American and Caribbean States, therefore, joins the 

rest of the United Nations and the international community in dedicating at 

least 67 minutes of today and beyond to meaningful initiatives that reflect 
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the 67 years that Mandela sacrificed to yield the remarkable change in his 

nation, South Africa, and the rest of the world.  

 


