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During this reporting period, the Council has embraced the maxim that in order to deal
effectively with conflict situations the regional dynamics of these conflicts must be fully
t{aken into account. The solutions devised for Council action must therefore employ a
regional perspective and the concerns of States in each respective region must be factored
into the decision-making. This paradigm shift has been most evident as the Council
tackled the conflicts in the Great Lakes and Mano River regions of Africa. The Council's
approach has been ably complemented by the Secretary-General's own focus on the

regional dimensions of these conflicts.

In recognition of the role of the Security Council in conflict prevention, the Secretary-
General has undertaken to submit periodic regional and sub-regional reports to the

Security Council on disputes that may potentially threaten internationat peace and security.

Jamaica fully supports this initiative and urges the Security Council, the Secretary-General
and other organs of the United Nations to develop regional prevention strategies, and todo

s0 in cooperation with regional and sub-regional organisations.

Mr. President,

Over the past year, the Security Council has been seized with a number of conflicts,
particularly in Africa, the Balkans, and Central Asia. As we reflect on the work of the
Security Council during this period we cannot help but recognise the progress made in
bringing peace closer to being a reality in a number of areas. We are also cognizant that
even as progress is achieved in some there remain many seemingly intractable problems
in others. The Security Counci! must continue to work with the relevant parties in the
search for solutions in a number of these areas and we must seek to develop new ways to

bring peace to these regions.



resolving these conflicts, it is incumbent on the Security Council and the Member States to
place increased emphasis on urging those Member States who can affect the outcome of
these conflicts to help rather than hinder the peace process. We must all work together

towards this end.

While we have spent a great deal of time on seeking solutions to certain conflicts in Africa,
we have not paid sufficient attention to others, particularly in the peace-building phase.
This is particularly evident in the tenuous post-conflict peace-building situations in the
Central African Republic and in Somalia. We must find new ways to engage and support
our partners in this area of the peace process. We must continue to engage other United

Nations organs, funds and agencies in the peacebuilding and conflict prevention process.

The Council remains fully engaged in moving forward the peace processes in Kosovo and
East Timor, with the latter moving closer to becoming the 190" Member of the United
Nations. The two Council Missions to Kosovo and its visit to Belgrade resulted in greater
cooperation on the issues faced by the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in
Kosovo (UNMIK), and the liting of the arms embargo on the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia. The Council Missions to East Timor and Indonesia significantly advanced the
prospect for success in the United Nations Transitional Administration in East Timor

(UNTAET) as that territory moves closer to independence.

The humanitarian situation in Afghanistan is being closely monitored and we support fully

the initiatives of the Secretary-General to alleviate the suffering of the Afghan people.

Jamaica joins in the support given to the Secretary-General's efforts on issues such as
conflict prevention, children and armed conflict, the HIV/AIDS pandemic, the protection of
civilians in armed conflict and to women, peace and security - issues of major concern o

the international community. The Security Council adopted the groundbreaking resolution
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aspects. Thus far, the Working Group has provided recommendations for the Security
Council, which were adopted in resolution 1353 of 13 June 2001, and which, inter alia,
provided modalities for increased consultations with troop-contributing countries thereby
enhancing the input of their views in the decision-making process of the Security Council.
These new procedures, including the holding of Private Meetings of the Council with TCCs,
are being implemented by the Security Council with Jamaica's full support. The Working
Group continues to evaluate this relationship and is expected to make further
recommendations in the near future. The Working Group has also provided the Council
with a new doctrine for exit strategies from peacekeeping operations, which were set outin
a Note by the President on 28 September 2001.

| would add to these initiatives a number of other innovations that have had a positive
impact on the work of the Council, such as, the holding of Private Meetings with regional
and sub-regional groups and Member States, for example, the meetings with ECOWAS
and the Lusaka Political Committee, and with individuals, such as, former Presidents
Nelson Mandela and Sir Ketumile Masire, Facilitators of the Arusha Peace Process on
Burundi and the Inter-Congolese Dialogue of the Lusaka peace process on the DRC,
respectively. Further, more frequent use of Arria formula meetings, to hear the views of

NGO's and others, has contributed considerably to the information base of the Council.

The Security Council has also given full support to the Secretariat in building its capacity to
provide the Council and other organs of the United Nations with the best possible
information and analyses for use in the decision-making process in strengthening United
Nations peace operations. These and other undertakings by the Security Council augur
well for the future of the United Nations. Jamaica stands fully behind them. We must
continue to build on them. We must, at the same time, continue to work for a more
representative Security Council, and we must help to achieve further proficiency in its work

methods and procedures.



