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Mr. Chairman,

May | join other delegations who have extended to you congratulations on
your election to preside over the Preparatory Committee of the United
Nations Conference on the lilicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in

all its Aspects. We have confidence in your leadership and pledge to you our
support.

Might 1 also use this opportunity, Mr. Chairman to express, on behalf of my
Government its deep sympathy on the loss of life and property which

Mozambique has sustained during the recent floods which have ravaged your
country.

The United Nations System and the international community have quiite
rightly become alarmed and increasingly involved in the issue of small arms -
because of the overwhelming evidence of the devastating consequences of
their illegal use on civilian populations and in regions of conflict.

Widespread use of these weapons perpetuate and exacerbate armed conflict,
undermine post-conflict peace building and the demobilisation and
reintegration of ex-combatants. In a number of countries, and in particular
my own, they raise levels of violence and crime, threaten socio-economic
stability and undermine development efforts.

Mr. Chairman,

We are meeting here in this Preparatory Committee in pursuit of the mandate
contained in General Assembly Resolution 564/54V to make recommendations
to the Conference on all relevant matters, including the objective, draft
agenda, draft rules of procedure and draft final documents, including a
programme of action.

Since the adoption five years ago of General Assembly Resolution 50/70B,
which mandated the establishment of a Pane! of Governmental Experts on
Small Arms to examine the types of small arms being used in conflicts which
were dealt with by the United Nations; to determine the nature and causes
of the accumulation of these weapons, including the illegal trade in them;
and to recommend ways to prevent and control their widespread use, much
has taken place, particularly within the UN System.

The recommendations of the Pane! (doc. A/52/258) adopted by the General
Assembly vide Resolution 54/64V; the activities of the Group of
Governmental Experts in 1998 and 1999: the work of the Security Council;
the establishment of an open-ended Intergovernmental Ad Hoc Committee
for the purpose of elaborating a comprehensive international convention
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against transnational organised crime; the negotiations in Vienna for a
protocol on Ilegal Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms; the
establishment by the Secretary-General within the Department of
Disarmament Affairs of a focal point for all action in small arms within the
UN System; and the various regional and sub-regional initiatives, including
the entry into force of the OAS Convention against the lllicit Manufacture of
and Traffic in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and other related material,

point to an imposing array of initiatives which are at the disposal of this
Committee.

The objective of this Conference should be to increase cooperation at all
levels — sub-regional, regional and international — in order to combat the
illegal trafficking in small arms and light weapons. To do so, there has to be
agreement as to the measures to be taken; there has to be concerted effort

to raise the awareness of the problem; and there has to be the political wiill
to work for a solution.

While the Conference will be addressing the llficit Trade in Small Arms and
Light Weapons, some attention will have to be directed to the question of
the legal trade in arms since some elements of the illegal trade in arms
probably had their origin in legal trade which became diverted illegally. The
question of a registration and a marking system which allows for weapons to
be traced from manufacturer to owner across nations will need, at some

stage, to be given serious consideration by future meetings of this
Preparatory Committee.

Mr. Chairman, among the procedural issues to be decided is the question of
the participation of non-Governmental Organisations in the Preparatory
Committee and in the Conference. My delegation recognizes the important
role that they play and support the participation of NGOs which have been
involved in the disarmament process, particularly in relation to the illicit
traffic in small arms and light weapons.

1 thank you Mr. Chairman.



