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Mr. Chairman,

Jamaica attaches importance to the role of ECLAC within the region as a
contributor to the economic and social development of the region through
inter alia reinforcing economic relations among countries of the region and
with other nations of the world. The restructuring exercise of ECLAC over
the past years has no doubt enhanced its image as a source of innovative
research on economic and social issues for the region as a whole. We are
therefore gratified to note that the Report supports the view that the
Commission maintains its historic standing of intellectual excellence,
pertinent policy advice and effective technical assistance.

We note also the twenty- four recommendations made in the Report aimed
inter alia at improving the programme planning and performance monitoring
and details of operation of the Commission and specifically those pertaining
to the ECLAC office in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago which services
the countries of the Caribbean. We also appreciate the update given today
on the status of implementation of the OIOS recommendations for the Port
of Spain sub-regional office but would have preferred if these comments had
been incorporated in the present report to give a more balanced picture to the
IOIS Report. We are pleased to note that most of the recommendations have
been completed or are in the process of completion. Specific details will no
doubt be taken up in the informal session which will follow.

Member states of the Caribbean region can all attest to the invaluable
technical assistance given by the ECLAC office in the promotion of the
mandates of the Caribbean Development and Cooperation Committee
(CDCC). We derive benefit also from the wealth of literature provided on
economic and social development issues such as Financing for
Development, background documents on macro-economics and gender, as
well as the publication, “the Caribbean Development- Decade of the 1990's”,
to name a few.

The instrumental role played by the ECLAC Office in discharging its
responsibilities as Secretariat to the SIDS Programme of Action is deserving
of mention. The emphasis on integrating economic and social and
environmental components of action to achieve sustainable development
have provided necessary policy advice in preparations for the World Summit
on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg. In light of the upcoming



Review of the Programme of Action of Small Island Developing States in
2004, the continued assistance of the sub-regional office is vital.

Finally, Mr.Chairman,

The necessity of coordination between the various ECLAC sub regional
offices is of critical importance to the region as a whole. The sharing of
information among offices will be a further step in strengthening
cooperation between the Caribbean and the Latin American region. We look
forward to further progress in this area.

I thank You.



