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Mr. Chairman,

At the very outset, let me congratulate you and the other members of the Bureau on your election.  My delegation stands ready to lend you its fullest support and cooperation, at all times.  Allow me to congratulate the Secretary-General for the numerous reports that have been presented before this Committee in the past two days.  We are delighted that this Committee is seriously engaging itself with the agenda item 63(a) and (b) Promotion and Protection of the Rights of the Child.

Mr. Chairman,

My delegation is particularly grateful to Mr. Paulo Sergio Pinheiro and his team for the landmark his in-depth report on Violence Against Children.  We believe that the launch of this report is timely and momentous in refocusing the attention of the whole world to an issue that has for decades remained a taboo.  The study has generated the necessary momentum for serious policy and programmatic discussions to begin at both the national and international levels with a view to tackling this ugly phenomenon.  The Gambia would like to further commend the team for the very collaborative, inclusive and participatory manner in which the report was put together.  It is note-worthy that children worldwide, including from our own country were actively involved at every stage of the preparatory process.  We would therefore encourage all member states and the U.N. system to adopt a similar approach in the implementation stage of the recommendations of this report.  It is equally satisfying that civil society, NGOs and well-meaning individuals also contributed to the compilation of this report.  

Mr. Chairman,

At the launch of the All Africa Special Report entitled “Ending Legalised Violence Against Children” which is a contribution to the Pinheiro Study, The First Lady of The Gambia H.E. Madam Zineb Yahya Jammeh stated that,

“The dynamic role played by children cannot be downplayed, since 
they 
form an important component of the entire development process.  
Children the 
world over, have been unanimously viewed as the future 
pillar or bedrock for 
the sustainability and survival of civilized societies.”
She went on to add, 


“Discipline without doubt is quite cardinal in raising children.  Nevertheless, 
policy makers should all make sure that the enforcement of disciplinary values 
does not marginalize or brush aside the rights of the child.  Similarly, violence 
against children has no place in society and should not be entertained.  Violence 
would only make children become social misfits and a menace to society and 
its development.”
Mr. Chairman,

We in The Gambia believe in the total development of children and it is for this reason that we will meet the MDGs concerning children’s welfare.

The Government is collaborating with UNICEF and a coalition of civil society organizations under the umbrella of the Child Protection Alliance to comprehensively address the phenomenon of violence against children from child sex tourism, child trafficking and violence in schools and communities.  Numerous sensitization initiatives have already been launched.  International and sub-regional cooperation will remain crucial to the success of our efforts.

Mr. Chairman,

Over the years, the Government of The Gambia has endeavoured to address the special situation of the girl child.  Under the wise leadership of H.E. President Dr. Alhaji Yahya A.J.J. Jammeh a special scholarship fund for girls was established to provide free education to all girls of school-going age.  A girl-friendly school environment has been created all over the country to cater for the special situation of girls and we are implementing programmes designed to remove the cultural and social impediments to their equal access to education.  In fact, we have already achieved one of the MDGs: Achieving gender parity in basic education. 
Mr. Chairman,

We are mindful of the plight of children around the world especially the situation of children affected by armed conflict.  In this connection, we welcome the report of the Secretary-General presented by Ms. Radhika Coomaraswamy Under Secretary-General and Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Children Affected by Armed Conflict and commend her for her tireless efforts to improve the plight of these children.  I strongly encourage her office to pay particular attention to the issue of psychosocial care and trauma counseling.  As in the past, we shall spare no effort in ensuring the smooth functioning of this office.

Mr. Chairman,

In conclusion, allow me to say that the best thing we can do is to seriously study these reports and their recommendations.  They have taken our reflection on this issue a step further and we must work out a follow-up mechanism in order to implement them consistently in a constructive, collaborative and integrated manner.  Our response should not be fragmented.  By investing in the welfare of children, we are investing in our own welfare.  We cannot let the momentum wane.  

I thank you.
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