Informatics Working Group

Summary of meeting

15 March 2005
The chairman, HE Ambassador Victor Camilleri (Malta), opened the meeting by welcoming the members.  The summary of the previous meeting was considered approved.
A. Website for the permanent missions in New York 

In the last meeting, there was a consensus to revamp the website whose address 

is www.un.int.  

Mr. Michael Laing of the UN Secretariat stated that the resources to meet the requirement to improve the website was being addressed.  

Mr. John Campbell of the UN Secretariat stated that budget for the website was requested for the 2006-07 biennium.  Hence, in the short-term, the current  website will be improved and in the long-term improvements such as content management would be used.

Ambassador Camilleri once again stressed the importance for the delegations to have continuous involvement in the website by working with the Secretariat and providing feedback.

To Mr. Campbell’s query regarding a focal point from the delegates, Ambassador Camillieri answered he will be the focal point and he is looking forward to receiving ideas or comments from the delegations.

There were requests from the delegations to display the “blue book” on the website.

B. Improvement of communication with regional groups  

Ambassador Camilleri introduced the item by commenting on the need for enhanced communications among regional groups.  The regional group members communicate by facsimile and increasingly by e-mail.  Hence, he is having discussions to develop a solution to promote communication and allow joint collaborative work within the regional groups.
Mr. Laing commented that QuickPlace might be a potential solution to meet this requirement.
Ambassador Camilleri said each regional group’s chairman will be approached with the Quickplace proposal.  
The delegate from Andorra wanted to know how to integrate the digital archives for the Western European group (WEORG) into the Quickplace.

The Rumanian delegate stated that each group should have its own focal point to work with the Secretariat to develop the Quickplace.
C. WiFi
Mr. Campbell recalled the presentation of WiFi he made to the delegates a few weeks ago.  He announced that electrical outlets were available in the Viennese Café area, the Delegates Lounge and in Conference Room number 4 to charge laptop computers.
The delegate from Andorra wanted better facilities for downloading useful data to personal digital assistants (PDAs).  
The delegate from Portugal said that the UN Mobile (which allows downloading useful information from the AvantGo service to PDAs) was still a valid project because the information provided is different from the www.un.int contents.  On this issue, more discussion is necessary.
The delegate from Nigeria requested more training and awareness on this technology.
First Counselor Stephano Baldi (Italy) mentioned that formal training for delegates is done by UNITAR.  However, one hour event seminars should be planned as soon as something new is developed to benefit all delegates.   Press release by DPI announcing the event will also help to bring good publicity to the UN.
Ambassador Camilleri suggested given the popularity of WiFi, another presentation for delegates can be organized soon.  He said that he would like to inform the President of the GA and the chairmen of the main committees about the new technological innovations instituted that is helping the delegates.
D. Donation of used computing equipment
Ms. Marichi Ycasiano of the UN Secretariat gave a presentation on the Computer Equipment Donation Programme.  This was followed by a question and answer session.
The questions and answers are summarised below:
Q - How are the Permanent Missions made  aware of this programme?

A – E-mail notifications to all Permanent Missions are sent via the generic mailing addresses in missions.int.

Q – How are the distributions of the personal computers done?

A – 10 to 20 units per Permanent Mission are given, per offering session.
Q – What is the use of this equipment by Permanent Missions?
A – It is up to the Missions; the ownership of the equipment is turned over by           the UN to the Missions.
Q – Can the UN rent laptops to delegations during busy periods such as special conferences when large numbers of delegates arrive?
A –  ITSD does not support laptops as a standard item.
Suggestions were made by delegates to announce the next donation programme on the website www.un.int  also.
John German (NGO: Non Profit Computing, Inc.) said that they will lend laptops to any Permanent Mission as part of a pilot programme.
E. Electronic chart of elections
Ambassador Camilleri said that the purpose behind this initiative is to make information regarding elections readily available to delegations.  There are two types of information a delegation requires.  They can be grouped as Standard which covers what elections, projected vacancies, etc. for planning purpose and Complex which covers which candidates, which countries supporting specific candidates, etc.  This calls for creating a database for Standard information, to begin implementing the initiative.  Ideas from the delegations are welcome on how to progress.
Mr. Laing, on behalf of the Secretariat, said the information required for such a database is scattered in many parts in the UN. The process to identify where such information exists is currently on-going and a proposal will be presented in future.
He said that reallocation of budgetary resources has been requested to support the Working Group on Informatics initiated projects and initiatives.
The delegate from Nepal endorsed the project by commenting that participating in and keeping track of elections was one of the most time consuming tasks of delegations.  He proposed the use of QuickPlace for regional groups for organizing elections.
