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Mr President

Thank you for giving me the floor as an observer delegation.   I wish to make the following comments on the remarks made by the US delegation regarding my country’s re-election to the Commission on Human Rights.

As all delegations are aware, the practice in this Council is that where candidate countries are endorsed by their regional groups, they are declared duly elected.  As you correctly stated, Mr President, Zimbabwe’s candidature to the Commission on Human Rights was endorsed by the Africa Group.    Unlike the United States, Zimbabwe has neither the desire nor the wherewithal to coerce its regional brothers and sisters into endorsing its candidature.  We therefore fail to understand why this should cause any difficulties for the American delegation.   Indeed my delegation may be uncomfortable with the candidatures of some Member States, the United States included, but we do not believe we have the right to question the collective wisdom of the regional groups that propose them.
This is the understanding of the practice with regards to the election of members to subsidiary bodies of this Council which we hope is shared by all Member States.   It our intention to fully respect that practice until any changes that may be deemed necessary are proposed and agreed upon.  We expect that others will do the same.  This is the rule of law.

My delegation has taken a deliberate decision not to accept the invitation of the US delegation to a slanging match because, in our view, the work of the council is so important that it does not need such puerile and hate driven distractions.  Our preference is for a mature and well-considered approach to issues.  
In the area of human rights, no country is beyond reproach.  It is a matter of public record that the United States has a lot of dirt on its hands and that it will do anything to ensure that it is not subjected to international scrutiny.  Witness the viciousness with which that country fought a draft resolution proposed during the 61st session of the Commission on Human Rights whose sole purpose was to establish the situation of human rights at Guantanamo Bay.

Those who live in glass houses should not throw stones.

I thank you, Mr President.

