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At the outset, I would like to commend you Mr. President on the able manner in which you have continued to guide our work during this session.  My delegation would like to associate itself with the statement made by Nigeria on behalf of the Africa Group, as well as with that of the distinguished representative of Qatar, on behalf of the G77 and China.
Zimbabwe is pleased to participate in this assessment of this past year accomplishments in the implementation of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development [NEPAD] and in the consideration of causes of conflicts and the promotion of durable peace and sustainable development in Africa.  Both sub-items are the subjects of excellent reports to the Assembly by the Secretary General in documents A/59/206 and A/59/285 respectively.  The joint consideration of these two sub-items underscores the intrinsic link between peace and development and the urgent need to initiate a dual approach in taking the challenge Africa needs to face.

The founding document of NEPAD highlights the fact that NEPAD is the new agenda for the renewal of the African continent, based on African ownership and leadership.  NEPAD is a comprehensive socio-economic renewal programme that is anchored on the three interdependent and mutually reinforcing pillars of sustainable development, economic development, social development and environmental protection. NEPAD’s primary objectives are to accelerate eradication of poverty and to place African countries both individually and collectively on a path to high economic growth and sustainable development.  The goals African countries seek to achieve through NEPAD are the internationally agreed millennium development goals – MDGs.  The NEPAD process deepens ownership by African countries of their development agenda and also provided a framework for actions at national, regional and international levels.
Despite progress made by African countries in several areas in the implementation of NEPAD in the past year, Zimbabwe concurs with the Secretary General’s report that international support should entail more aid, debt relief, and foreign investment and trade opportunities.  International support should involve greater consistence in external policies so that advances on one front are not undercut by lags on another.

 Mr. Chairman, it is vital on development partners to ensure that their aid and trade policies are complimentary.  Zimbabwe welcomes numerous commitments and initiatives of our development partners, notably by the G8 and other bilateral arrangements.  However, international action is too dissipated. There is need for better coherence in the actions of these numerous players. There is an urgent need to bridge the gap between political undertaking and development financing. Zimbabwe also welcomes the fact that the TICAD attaches great importance to NEPAD’s role as a reference framework for Africa’s development. 
 Although Africa has witnessed an increase in official development assistance, it remains far too small as compared to the levels of the 1990’s.  Africa should not rely on official development assistance alone, Zimbabwe believes that improving market access for Africa’s agricultural and non-agricultural goods is the key to its ability to finance development.  This is a matter of priority. Development countries should phase out subsidies to agricultural products and remove other trade barriers for African exports and in particular, remove non-tariff barriers to products of interest to African countries.  The Secretary General’s report concludes that improved coherence promises to be a virtuous link in the cycle of increased and effective aid, reformed trade policies and debt relief by developed countries towards Africa.  The report also takes note of African governments that are seeking to gradually align their budgetary spending with NEPAD practice. However this is a very slow process since most African countries face severe fiscal constraints and are bound by budgetary agreements negotiated with external financial institutions.
The New Partnership for African Development bears the hope of the rebirth of the African continent.  What African needs today is not a diagnosis of the causes of underdevelopment or prescriptive advice, but a strong helping hand from the international community to ensure NEPAD’s success, especially through enhanced official development assistance, without conditionalities, the redemption of pledges to the Trust Fund for the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Debt Initiative and provision of aid without strings attached.
Zimbabwe greatly appreciates the assistance provided to Africa by the United Nations specialised agencies in the area of peace and security, poverty alleviation, socio-economic development, governance and infrastructure development.  However much more needs to be done in support of NEPAD to strengthen the capacity of regional economic communities, the NEPAD secretariat and the Commission of the African Union.  With international support through enhanced official development assistance, increased investment, a durable solution to the external debt burden and unhindered market access, the objective of integrating African countries into the global economy and the goals of durable peace and sustainable development can certainly be realized. 
Finally, Zimbabwe welcomes the work being done by the recently established office of the special advisor on Africa currently headed by Professor Ibrahim Gambari whose mandate includes coordinating global advocacy in support of NEPAD, coordinating all reports to the General Assembly and ECOSOC on NEPAD and following up on the recommendations of global conferences and summits related to Africa.  We hope that the office will be given the necessary financial and human resources support in order to enable it to discharge its mandate more effectively.
I wish now to turn to item (b) on our agenda, “Causes of conflicts and the promotion of durable peace and sustainable development in Africa”. I once more underscore the inextricable link between peace and development which has been eloquently elaborated in the Secretary General’s report.  Causes of conflicts are multiple; however, poverty and marginalization remain the key issues.
The complexity of the conflict in Africa warrants involvement of a number of players in conflict resolution including regional and sub-regional organizations.  Zimbabwe commends the work of the AU and sub-regional organizations.  The role of the AU, ECOWAS, SADC and IGAD deserve our appreciation and need concerted support to strengthen that capacity in the prevention and management of conflicts.

No assessment of Africa’s situation can ignore the numerous conflicts that are mortgaging the continent’s future growth and development.  Building lasting peace is a long term undertaking, to the success of which no effort must be spared.  This is an era in which human kind has yet to find a way to save itself from such urgent problems as the scandal of poverty and exclusion, the tragedy of conflicts and humanitarian disasters, the ravages of HIV/AIDS and related infectious diseases, threats to the environment ,the impact of the digital divide and  the perils of terrorism.  The list goes on.  The promotion of sustainable development in Africa will remain illusory as long as conflicts continue to ravage our continent. 
 African leaders have therefore established the Peace and Security Council as mechanism to prevent, manage and solve conflicts in Africa. My delegation calls for the establishment of a strategic partnership between the United Nations Security Council of the AU and the Peace and Security Council to ensure the complimentarity of efforts.
Conflict and development are incompatible.  African countries must work together and use the mechanism within NEPAD to prevent and resolve armed conflict and bring political stability to Africa.  Conflict remains a serious obstacle to development because it wastes vital resources and long-term consequences such as refugees, internally displaced persons, landmines and the proliferation of small arms, which often exacerbate conflicts. Also the proliferation of illicit arms remains a source of continued instability in Africa as articulated in the Secretary General’s report.
In conclusion, my delegation agrees with the Secretary General’s report that although there should be African ownership of the African development process, international partnership also has an important role to play in extending comprehensive and integrated assistance to African countries. African development can be achieved only by the concerted efforts of Africa and its development partners.
I thank you.
