Mr. Chairman, allow me first to congratulate you on your assumption of the onerous task of guiding and steering the work of the Sixth Committee during this, the 59th Session of the United Nations General Assembly. We are confident that your vast experience and the support of your colleagues on the Bureau bodes well for the success of our deliberations. My delegation is taking the floor for the first time during this Session, and I wish to pledge our support and co-operation with you. I also wish to congratulate Professor Michel on his election to the high and important office of Legal Counsel and to wish him well in his new assignment.

We have learnt with great sadness the passing away of Mr. Robert Rosenstock, whom my delegation remembers as an outstanding lawyer who had become a virtual institution in the Sixth Committee. We wish to take this opportunity to express our condolences to the United States delegation, to his family and to his friends and colleagues.

Mr. Chairman, Agenda item 152 is important to my delegation and to my region. Despite facing many challenges, the region is one of the most vibrant and cohesive, and its vast potential remains unrealised many years after the founding of the Southern African Development Community (SADC) in August 1992 in Windhoek, Namibia.

Mr. Chairman, the note and explanatory memorandum by His Excellency, Ambassador Augustine Mahiga, the Permanent Representative of the Republic of Tanzania, contained in document A/59/142, is comprehensive and requires no further elaboration.

Zimbabwe was among the first group of Southern African States which in 1992 came together to form the Southern Africa Development Community. This development was a direct response to the call from within our countries, as well as from the Organisation of African Unity, now the African Union. Among its key objectives SADC aims to eliminate barriers to trade and investment, as well as facilitate the free movement of people across our common borders.

In the area of international peace and security, SADC has complemented the United Nations in the pacific settlement of disputes and in peace-support operations. A few years ago the sub-region deployed peace Missions to Lesotho and the Democratic Republic of Congo. Through their own collective efforts and resources, the Southern Africa Development Community has been able to bring normalcy and peace to our region. It is a clear testimony to the complementarity of our relations with the international community that the efforts of SADC laid the firm foundations on which the United Nations constructed MONUC. This evolution of international involvement in the search for a solution to the challenges in the Democratic Republic of Congo has demonstrated how regional arrangements can contribute to the maintenance of international peace and security as envisaged in Chapter VIII of the Charter of the United Nations.
Chapter VIII Article 54 of the UN Charter further places an obligation on regional arrangements such as SADC to report to the United Nations on their activities in the area of international peace and security. There is no doubt that granting Observer Status to SADC will bring the organisation closer into the UN family and make such consultations much easier. 

Mr. Chairman, the Southern Africa Development Community is one of the strongest pillars of the African Union. The objectives for which SADC was established are perfectly consistent with the purposes and principles of the United Nations. We believe that the formalisation of SADC’s presence as an Observer in the General Assembly will enable the organisation to share experiences with regional arrangements enjoying similar status. 

In conclusion I wish to appeal to all delegation to lend their support to the SADC request. We believe that the request by Southern Africa is in order and deserves the support of all.

I thank you. 

