Statement by Ambassador Stanislas KAMANZI at New York City Hall commemoration

Mr. Speaker,

Distinguished members of the City Council of New York,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a very great honour for me to stand before you on behalf of the Government and People of Rwanda, to convey our deep appreciation and gratitude for the adoption on the proclamation to remember the victims of the 1994 Genocide in Rwanda.

The tragedy that befell Rwanda in 1994, when we lost one million of our people in the Genocide, was not only a tragedy for Rwandans but a tragedy for all of humanity. 
Genocide and crimes against humanity are tragic not only because of the massive loss of life, but also because the actions of the perpetrators cause us to reflect upon what it is that inspires human beings like ourselves to such intense hatred, fear, and such despicable acts of cruelty. For those of us who survive Genocide, we must reflect on our own lives and sense of priorities, to ask what we might do to not only rebuild our wounded society, but also to prevent events like these from ever being repeated elsewhere on the face of the earth.

Members of the international community must also reflect upon how Genocide affects our common humanity. The United States is the most powerful nation in the world, and New York is its heartbeat. So we ask what can the people of New York, bound by the bond that unites us as human beings, contribute towards the process of reconciliation and development of Rwanda.
Finally, we are deeply humbled and honoured that the City of New York, one of the greatest cities in the world, is joining us in remembering the victims of the 1994 Genocide in Rwanda, and is as resolved as we are to ensuring that Genocide never happens again anywhere in the world.

I thank you.
