
In Memoriam

These tributes were prepared based on information gathered from a number of sources, both within and outside the United Nations. They were drafted in the weeks that followed the Haiti 
earthquake of 12 January 2010, in order to pay tribute to UN personnel who were killed. The tributes were intended for an internal audience of UN staff, and as such were published on 
the UN Secretariat’s intranet called iSeek. As a courtesy to family members and friends of the victims, and at the request of several UN Member States, they are republished in their entirety 
on this public page. They are not intended to be, nor should they be construed as, an official record of the United Nations. They should not be attributed any official status as to documenting 
the situation of the individuals mentioned or not mentioned.

Frederick Wooldridge, a national of the United King-
dom, was a Senior Political Affairs and Planning Officer 
for the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH)  
since 2007. 

Frederick or “Fred,” as many preferred to call him, was 
a member of the UN family since 1997. He was among 
the first to join the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) where 
he was the Special Assistant to the Special Representa-
tive of the Secretary-General. In 2004 he was appointed 
Special Assistant to the Executive Secretary of the UN 
Compensation Commission, based in Geneva. 

One of his colleagues said, “Fred loved his work with the 
United Nations and was committed to helping developing 
countries build better futures for their people.”

Born in Tasmania, Fred returned to England with his fam-
ily in 1970 and spent most of his early life in Kent. He 
studied at the University of London School of Oriental and 
African Studies.

A colleague from UNMIL said, “Fred leaves behind our 
colleague, Teamar Melle, his beloved wife, whom he met 
and fell in love with whilst serving in Liberia.” Fred mar-
ried Teamar, who also works for the UN and is still sta-

tioned in Liberia, at a seaside ceremony in Positano, Italy 
in 2009.

A colleague described Fred as “a true gentleman, with a 
warm and sensitive nature, dedicated to his friends and 
family.”  

Another colleague from Liberia said of the conversations 
he had with Fred, “I took pleasure in these conversations 
and humor. Was it because of your oh-so-British accent or 
was it just you with your friendly, classy style?”

A colleague in Geneva remembered Fred’s good nature, 
saying, “We have worked and also laughed a lot togeth-
er. [He] loved the mountains and I, the sea, and we often 
talked about that.”

A spokesman for the British Prime Minister Gordon Brown 
said the Prime Minister’s thoughts were with Fred’s family 
and friends: “The Prime Minister is hugely grateful for the 
work that Frederick and others were doing in the UN Sta-
bilization Mission: helping to build a stronger Haiti, and 
giving people hope where they had none.”

Fred is survived by his wife, Teamar, his parents, Judith 
and Harry, his brother, sister and grandmother.
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