
In Memoriam

These tributes were prepared based on information gathered from a number of sources, both within and outside the United Nations. They were drafted in the weeks that followed the Haiti 
earthquake of 12 January 2010, in order to pay tribute to UN personnel who were killed. The tributes were intended for an internal audience of UN staff, and as such were published on 
the UN Secretariat’s intranet called iSeek. As a courtesy to family members and friends of the victims, and at the request of several UN Member States, they are republished in their entirety 
on this public page. They are not intended to be, nor should they be construed as, an official record of the United Nations. They should not be attributed any official status as to documenting 
the situation of the individuals mentioned or not mentioned.

Lisa Mbele-Mbong, a national of the United States 
originally from Cameroon, joined the UN in 2002 as 
a Human Rights Officer in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC). Her passion for human rights brought 
her to Haiti in 2005 where for the past three years she 
was the Team Leader for the UN Stabilization Mission in 
Haiti’s (MINUSTAH) Policy and Planning Unit.

Lisa was a typical “UN child.” Her father worked for 
the World Meteorological Organization and her mother 
for the World Health Organization. She grew up in 
Cameroon, lived in Burundi and later moved to Europe 
for high school. She then went on to study in the United 
States at Smith College in Massachusetts. 

After graduation, Lisa began her career in Washington 
D.C. with the National Democratic Institute when she 
made her first trip to Haiti organizing elections. Because 
her parents lived in Geneva, Lisa often visited the Office 
of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and 
spoke to colleagues about Haiti.

Colleagues and friends speak fondly of her “sharp 
intellect and curious mind,” her strength of spirit and her 
conviction in her beliefs. A colleague who worked with 
Lisa in the DRC remembered when she volunteered to 
go to Eastern Congo, living in difficult conditions for two 
months. Lisa had much to do with the positive outcome of 
the mission, she said. 

A former colleague said, “Lisa was a very dedicated 
person, always ready to go the extra mile.”  

Another colleague recalled that “Lisa was a passionate, 
brave and thoughtful woman dedicated to human rights 
and social justice. She had a skeptical, inquiring mind 
and a joyous laugh; she never hesitated to challenge 
conventional wisdom about Haiti, human rights or any 
of the other many issues that engaged her. She was also 
beautiful and fun.”

Lisa was buried in Geneva.

Lisa is survived by her 10-year-old son Nady, her parents 
Samuel and Helena, and her sister Leontyne.
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