
In Memoriam

These tributes were prepared based on information gathered from a number of sources, both within and outside the United Nations. They were drafted in the weeks that followed the Haiti 
earthquake of 12 January 2010, in order to pay tribute to UN personnel who were killed. The tributes were intended for an internal audience of UN staff, and as such were published on 
the UN Secretariat’s intranet called iSeek. As a courtesy to family members and friends of the victims, and at the request of several UN Member States, they are republished in their entirety 
on this public page. They are not intended to be, nor should they be construed as, an official record of the United Nations. They should not be attributed any official status as to documenting 
the situation of the individuals mentioned or not mentioned.

Marie Renée Joseph, a national of Haiti, was a Security 
Guard for the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti 
(MINUSTAH) since August 2005. 

Marie Renée, nicknamed “Ginou,” lived with her parents 
and brothers and sisters in Haiti. She attended the Lycée 
Pinchinat in Jacmel, before pursuing her studies at the 
Institut Universitaire Quisqueya-Amérique and later at the 
Faculté des Sciences Humaines in Port-au-Prince. 

Immediately prior to working for the UN, Marie Renée 
worked at the Office d’Assurance Accidents du Travail et 
Maternité in Jacmel, where she dealt with office accounts 
and administration. 

In her spare time she worked as a peer educator for 
Volontariat pour le Développement d’Haïti, a non-
governmental organization where young Haitian people 
are given the opportunity to grow to become responsible 

adults through personal development, training and peer 
activities.

Marie Renée often took continuing education and train-
ing courses associated with MINUSTAH and she also ob-
tained certificates in journalism and commercial law. 

A colleague recalled that upon joining MINUSTAH, Marie 
Renée immediately became a friend to all who knew 
her. “Her humour was infectious, she always found the 
right comforting word,” she said. “She was one of those 
people whom you always wanted around.” 

Marie Renée’s mother tongue was Creole, but she was 
also fluent in French and understood both English and 
Spanish. 

Marie Renée is survived by her parents and her brothers 
and sisters.
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