
In Memoriam

These tributes were prepared based on information gathered from a number of sources, both within and outside the United Nations. They were drafted in the weeks that followed the Haiti 
earthquake of 12 January 2010, in order to pay tribute to UN personnel who were killed. The tributes were intended for an internal audience of UN staff, and as such were published on 
the UN Secretariat’s intranet called iSeek. As a courtesy to family members and friends of the victims, and at the request of several UN Member States, they are republished in their entirety 
on this public page. They are not intended to be, nor should they be construed as, an official record of the United Nations. They should not be attributed any official status as to documenting 
the situation of the individuals mentioned or not mentioned.

Major Ata Issa Almanasir, a national of Jordan, served 
with the Jordanian Armed Forces and was deployed to 
the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) as 
an Operations Officer. He arrived in Haiti less than two 
weeks before the earthquake struck. 

Ata was born in Amman where he completed his primary 
education. Later, he received a degree in military science 
and history from Mutah University. He joined the Jorda-
nian Armed Forces at the age of 19 and was promoted 
to Major in 2008. 

Ata had previous peacekeeping experience, having 
served with the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea 
(UNMEE) in 2001. Part of his duties also included 
providing translation services. 

His father, a retired Major in the Jordanian Army, said, 
“I carry his memory as my son and as a brave Jordanian 
soldier who served his humanitarian duty with every 
sense of glory and pride.” 

A ceremony was held on 19 January in Amman at 
Queen Alia International Airport to receive the bodies 
of Ata and his fallen colleagues. It was attended by His 
Majesty King Abdullah, the Supreme Commander of the 
Jordanian Armed Forces, Her Majesty Queen Rania, His 
Royal Highness Prince Feisal, senior officers, government 
officials and the families of the fallen officers. 

King Abdullah praised his officers, saying that they 
performed their duties and represented their country 
honourably. Queen Rania called it “a sombre day” and 
said the peacekeepers were “courageous.” 

Ata was buried on 21 January in his hometown of Marj 
Al-Hamam, located in greater Amman. 

He is survived by his wife and their three daughters. His 
wife is expecting the couple’s fourth child. 
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