THE LATE Mr. M. W. KANYAMA CHIUME

Remarks made by Ambassador Steve D. Matenje, S. C., Permanent Representative of the Republic of Malawi to the United Nations, at the funeral service of the late Mr Murray William Kanyama Chiume, New York, 24th November, 2007

· Members of the bereaved family

· Members of staff of the Malawi Mission to the United Nations

· Members of the Malawi Community in New York

· Ladies and Gentlemen

Let me begin by expressing on behalf of His Excellency President Dr. Bingu wa Mutharika and the Government of Malawi, deep condolences to the bereaved family on the loss of Mr. Murray William Kanyama Chiume. Mr. Chiume’s death is a loss not only to his family and friends but also to Malawi.

In Malawi he will be remembered as a leading Malawian nationalist who along with his colleagues in the 1950s and 1960s was active in organizing popular support for change from British colonial rule to self government in 1963 and independence in 1964.

He will also be remembered for being the first Malawian Minister of Education in 1962 and Minister of Foreign Affairs in 1964 barely in his 30s. As Minister of Education, he was responsible for introducing an education system which benefited thousands of Malawians most of whom became prominent in their respective fields of expertise.

We look back with regret that this great man was unable to do more for his country because he was forced to flee to Tanzania in 1965 following what later became to be known as Malawi’s Cabinet crisis of 1964.
 However, political exile in Tanzania where he lived for over thirty years did not discourage him. He continued to promote his nationalist principles through the numerous books he wrote and essays he published in various newspapers until he returned to Malawi in 1994. His books and essays inspired all those who read them.
Mr. Chiume was not only determined to end colonial rule but also bring genuine freedom to Malawi. As he is about to commence his final journey to his motherland, now under democratic rule, there is no doubt that he has occupied his rightful place in the history of our country where he will forever be remembered as a truly committed nationalist, orator, distinguished patriot and pan-Africanist.

May his soul rest in peace
I thank you for your attention.
