Mr Chairman,
Since this is the first time that my delegation has taken the floor, let me congratulate you and your bureau on your election to lead the proceedings of this Committee. We assure you of our support and cooperation to bring the deliberations of this Committee to a successful conclusion.

We associate ourselves with the statement delivered by Morocco on behalf of the Non Aligned Movement and thank the Under Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Mr. Jean-Marie Guehenno, for the comprehensive remarks he made to this Committee on Wednesday, 31 October, 2007. We also thank the Officer in Charge for the Department of Field Support, Dr. Jane Holl Lute, for her report on the operational aspects of peacekeeping.

Mr. Chairman,

As we know, the United Nations was established to promote international peace and security and, in this regard, to employ international machinery for the promotion of the economic and social advancement of all peoples. Unfortunately, since its establishment, many wars and armed conflicts within and between States have prevented the United Nations from achieving these noble purposes in full. 
Most of the wars and armed conflicts have resulted largely from economic deprivation, poverty and denial of the rule of law and democracy. The experience of the United Nations in the 62 years of its existence shows that three kinds of action all working together are required to achieve true peace across the globe. 
These are: end violence including gender-based violence, reduce poverty, and promote social and political justice. We believe that, in the absence of true peace very few countries will be able to achieve the internationally agreed development goals including the Millennium Development Goals. Peace is, therefore, not an option; it is a must.
In this regard, we note with great concern that huge amounts of money which could have been used to build schools, hospitals and roads for the benefit of millions of people particularly in the least developed countries are spent on expensive peacekeeping operations around the world particularly in Africa arising from preventable conflicts. 
We agree with those who have called for the allocation of adequate resources to support conflict prevention. Indeed, as the saying goes “prevention is better than cure”. Much less could be spent on peacekeeping operations and many more lives could be saved if only the United Nations with the support of all member States took proactive action to prevent potential threats to peace and security.

Therefore, we are pleased to learn that the importance of conflict prevention and peace building will be addressed by the Secretary-General in his report in December, 2007, which we believe will identify the linkage between poverty and conflict and make concrete recommendations for preventing conflicts within and between States.

Mr. Chairman, 
In addition, we believe that the United Nations needs to reform its working methods. While the Security Council has primary responsibility to maintain peace and security, it is clear that it needs to work in coordination and cooperation with the other organs and bodies of the United Nations and engage governments more in its decision-making process. After all, as we have already stated, the ultimate goal for true peace is to achieve economic prosperity for all in a safe and secure environment. 
We do not think that this goal can be successfully achieved if the Security Council continues to work in isolation of bodies of the United Nations such as the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council which are charged with the responsibility of guiding the development of member States. Indeed, the UN will continue to firefight unless the root causes of conflict especially in Africa which are related to poverty and underdevelopment are addressed. 

Mr. Chairman,

Despite the challenges posed by peacekeeping operations, we commend troop and police contributing countries for their commitment to a peaceful world. Malawi is pleased to be one of them. With limited resources, we have participated in peacekeeping operations in Kosovo, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Burundi and Rwanda, and have recently pledged to participate in the United Nations African Mission in Darfur (UNAMID). 
We are proud to report that, in this regard, the Malawi Government includes women amongst its peacekeepers in furtherance of Security Council resolution 1325 of 2000.

Accordingly, we congratulate the women members of staff who have been appointed to strategic positions in DPKO and DFS, and hope that more women will be employed in due course.

We wish to conclude by saying that as the UNAMID prepares to deploy, we take this opportunity to express regret at the loss recently of African peacekeeping troops in Darfur and hope that UNAMID will ensure that they did not die in vain.
I thank you for your attention.

