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Mr. President,

Let me begin by congratulating you on your election as the President of the Executive Board of UNDP and UNFPA. I would also like to congratulate the other members of the bureau and assure you of my delegation’s full support and cooperation during your tenure of office. 

I would like to thank the UNDP Administrator, Mr. Kemal Derviş for the comprehensive and informative report that he presented to the board on the activities of UNDP and his team of experts for the excellent work they do in their respective responsibilities in the implementation of the mandates of UNDP. 
 My delegation associates itself with the statement made on behalf of the Group of 77 and China by the delegation of Antigua and Barbuda.  However, we wish to add the following remarks.  

We welcome the increased budget levels in the proposed biennial support budget to cover the expanded nature of the operational activities of UNDP and UNIFEM.  However, we wish to point out that the implementation and monitoring of  the operational activities should be carried out in accordance with the guidelines given by the Triennial Comprehensive Policy Review resolution adopted by the General Assembly in 2007.
Mr. President,
My delegation also welcomes the proposal by the Administrator of UNDP to strengthen the areas of assurance and oversight; support to the operational activities of the UN system; strengthened capacity of country offices to deliver development results; and accountability and organizational effectiveness. In strengthening the capacity of country offices on deliverables, we would like to urge the UNDP to work closely with the concerned national governments in order to achieve maximum development oriented results.
 We understand that, in countries with large country teams, it is practically problematic for the resident coordinators to adequately meet the demanding tasks inherent in their combined responsibilities of resident coordinator, resident representative and the other designated official responsibilities due to the complexities of coordination situations. 
 In this regard, while we agree that the appointment of UNDP country directors would enhance the achievement of UNDP operational activities, it is important to carry out a critical analytical assessment of such situations in all cases to avoid developmental loopholes and duplication.  

Mr. President,

It has been observed, and rightly so, that Africa, south of the Sahara, is, in general, off track in achieving the MDGs by 2015 even though many individual countries have significantly strengthened their policies in advancing the conditions for long-term economic growth. In this regard, my delegation welcomes the Secretary General’s initiative in establishing the MDG Africa Steering Group to advise on scaling up of efforts to achieve the MDGs.
 We believe that the MDGs remain achievable if Governments and the international community urgently implement their commitments to strengthen domestic policies and scale up investments particularly in the least developed countries in Africa in health, education, agriculture and food security, as well as in promoting gender equality and combating HIV and AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis.

 My delegation believes that UNDP’s ultimate goals must be to assist developing countries, particularly the least developed countries (LDCs) to find appropriate solutions to the challenges of achieving their development needs, including mitigating and adapting to the effects of climate change. 
However, it is important that in executing its functions within the various existing operational frameworks, UNDP should adhere to and respect the ideals of national ownership of development projects to ensure their success.
UNDP remains an important player in the achievement of the MDGs.  Accordingly, we note that UNDP is already working and collaborating closely with the MDG Africa Steering Group as it implements its mandate.
Mr. President,

While we appreciate the Administrator’s plea which he made this morning on the need for UNDP to retain experienced staff to implement its mandate effectively, we wish, yet again, to draw UNDP’s attention to the massive brain-drain from least developed countries in Africa of health personnel and other experts to developed countries and to the fact that this continues to greatly undermine the achievement by the LDCs of the MDGs.
In this regard, we hope that the Administrator’s tacit recognition of the problems of brain-drain in UNDP will encourage the international community  to do more to assist least developed countries in Africa to find solutions to the challenge it poses to the execution of their development agendas.

In conclusion, we would like to join those who have spoken before us in expressing deepest condolences to the families of UN personnel and others who died or were injured in the Algiers bombing last month.  We condemn that terrorist attack on innocent civilians unreservedly.

I thank you for your attention
