
Message of Appreciation by Ambassador Daw Penjo, 
Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Bhutan to the United Nations 

At UTEP, 10-12 April 2008 

 

Your Royal Highness, Doctor Natalicio, esteemed guests, and my dear 
friends, 
 
Not too long ago, I was here expressing my deep appreciation to UTEP for bringing 

the Cultures of the Himalayas to the Great Plains of Texas. Today, I would like to 

reinforce that appreciation in way of deep gratitude  for the immeasurable kindness 

and gracious hospitality shown to our small delegation from Bhutan.  

This gracious visit to UTEP by His Royal Highness Prince Jigyel Ugyen 

Wangchuck is a symbol of the growing friendship between Bhutan and UTEP. The 

presence of His Royal Highness clearly shows the importance attached by Bhutan to 

our growing relations, and is of great encouragement to us all.  

As you all may be aware, His Royal Highness recently led Bhutan’s participation to 

the 42nd Folklife Festival in Washington D.C. The contiguous visits of His Royal 

Highness to Washington and UTEP provides us the opportunity to share a glimpse 

of  Bhutan's cultural heritage and hope to promote greater understanding and 

strengthen relations between the peoples of the United States and Bhutan. 

All of us at the Folklife Festival were happily reminded by His Royal Highness that 

the apparent immensity of time and space that separates NASA and Texas from 

Bhutan was easily bridged by the warmth of a smile, or the clasp of a handshake. It 

was a poignant reminder that in this age of new horizons, we all share common 

dreams and aspirations that are the pursuit of liberty, justice and happiness. 

 1



Evoking the Bhutanese expression of Zhudg-drel Phuen-sum Tshog, the harmonious 

confluence of NASA, Texas, and Bhutan as the three participants at the 42nd 

Folklife Festival connected by the bonds of friendship with the Smithsonian and 

UTEP as a link between Texas and Bhutan all came together in the presentation of 

the traditional Bhutanese Lha-kang as a gift of friendship to the people of America.  

We are, of course, particularly pleased that the final resting place of the temple will 

be at UTEP, the home of Bhutanese architecture in the United States. It is fitting 

that this symbol of our deep friendship will be ensconced within the welcoming and 

familiar landscape of UTEP, where it will be a constant reminder of the personal 

initiatives of our dear friend  Dr. Natalicio and her tireless efforts to promote and 

strengthen the chain of relationship between UTEP, El Paso and USA with Bhutan. 

I would like to take this opportunity to pay special tribute to the far reaching 

initiatives and personal commitment of Dr. Natalicio, who has bridged the immense 

distance between this hallowed place of learning in the great state of Texas, and a 

small Buddhist kingdom halfway around the world.  

I would like to express deep appreciation for this most memorable event whereby 

we have been able to share a little of our unique culture within such a hospitable and 

friendly environment.  

In conclusion, I would also like to acknowledge here the tremendous work done by 

the directors, board members, and members of the extended family of UTEP for 

what I am sure has been endless hours perfecting every last bit of work related to 

the organization. I strongly believe that we are on the right track to strengthen the 

peaceful and cooperative relation between UTEP and Bhutan.  

Tashi Delek. 
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