His Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos and Supreme Patriarch of 

All Armenians, Meets with H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-moon, 

Secretary-General of the United Nations

On October 29, 2007, His Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos and Supreme Patriarch of All Armenians, visited the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Armenia to the United Nations, where he met with the staff of the Mission and had a conversation with H.E. Mr. Armen Martirosyan, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Armenia to the United Nations. His Holiness had been in the United States on his second pontifical east coast visit.

Later the same day, His Holiness Karekin II met with H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations. During the meeting, the Secretary-General stressed the role of the religion and importance of interfaith and interreligion dialogue; he underscored that the Armenian Apostolic Church and its spiritual leader could play an important role in order to promote it.

Upon the Secretary-General’s request, His Holiness Karekin II briefed the Secretary-General on the approaches of the Armenian Apostolic Church. He stressed the role of dialogue between spiritual leaders in such a complex region as the Caucasus is. While speaking about the region, His Holiness mentioned that unfortunately, Turkey has declined Armenia’s proposal to open the border without any precondition. Regarding the ongoing negotiations with Azerbaijan on the Nagorno Karabakh conflict resolution, he said that the conflict has no religious dimension. The Catholicos noted with regret the destruction of Armenian monuments in the medieval cemetery of Julfa, Nakhichevan of the Republic of Azerbaijan. He mentioned that this issue is pursued by the UNESCO and other international organizations, and urged the Secretary-General to address the issue.

Toward the end of the meeting, His Holiness Karekin II presented H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-moon with a handcrafted wooden Armenian gift. -0-  

