Statement by H.E. Mr. Armen MARTIROSYAN, 

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Armenia

 to the United Nations, at the commemoration event of the 13th anniversary of the Rwanda Genocide.

As a representative of a nation that went through Genocide 92 years ago, I feel compelled to be here today and to take part in this commemoration. 

We are privileged to have Ms. Immaculee Ilibagiza today with us. As a survivor of the Rwanda Genocide you were able to transcend the most horrific 91 days of your life into an inspirational book. On April 24 the Armenian community of Massachusetts, the descendants of the Genocide survivors will be welcoming you in Cambridge, to share the pain of the people of Rwanda and honor the memory of the innocent victims.

In your heartbreaking story you revealed the importance of forgiveness and the meaning of truly unconditional love and understanding through your darkest hours. “I knew that I could not ask God to love me if I were unwilling to love His children. At that moment I prayed for the killers, for their sins to be forgiven.” You are truly blessed and the Most High spared your life so that you tell your story.

On Sunday, during the Easter liturgy at the Armenian Cathedral in New York, my pastor venerated the memory of the victims of the Genocide in Rwanda. Divine message of his preaching was inspired by your faith and was calling for forgiveness. I strongly believe that forgiveness ought to be a foundation of the moral values of all peoples – irrespective of their faith, race or wealth. And hopefully some day forgiveness from the victim will evoke avowal of guilt. If there is forgiveness from the victim there should be repentance from the perpetrator.

I want to conclude by urging all of us to confront more effectively the threat of genocide anywhere, at any time, regardless of cost and political discomfort so that the unfulfilled promise of “never again” becomes true.
