Statement by the Armenian Delegation at the 97th plenary meeting of the 

General Assembly 62nd Session 

Explanation of vote before the vote on the draft resolution on the Status of internally displaced persons and refugees from Abkhazia, Georgia

(New York, 15 May 2008)

Mr. President,

As the members of this forum may recall, Armenia opposed the inclusion of the item entitled “Protracted conflicts in the GUAM area and their implications for the international peace, security and development” in the agenda of the General Assembly. On many occasions, we have stated that the rationale behind this agenda item was irrelevant and unacceptable to us. Remaining consistent in our position, we will not support this draft resolution. 

At the same time, there are, however, a number of other valid arguments substantiating (explaining) our position. 

We believe that the refugees and IDPs constitute probably the gravest and most tragic outcomes of any ethnic conflict. Existence of refugees and IDPs under any circumstance is associated with pain and suffering, but in the case of the Abkhazian IDPs we have a particular concern. Tens of thousands of ethnic Armenians used to live in this part of Georgia as an integral part of its multiethnic society. As a consequence of the conflict, that emerged after the collapse of the former Soviet Union, many of our compatriots, unfortunately, left this region of Georgia.
Speaking about Abkhazian IDPs we cannot help recalling the attempt in the 90s to return the IDPs to the Gali region of Georgia. Effects of this policy fell short of the expectations. Moreover, they led to a number of negative consequences because the return of refugees was undertaken before addressing the core issues of the existing problems.

Armenian delegation believes that any ethnic conflict should be addressed comprehensively. Single issues, as significant as they can be, should not be taken out from the general context of the conflict. Attempts to separately address the different dimensions of the conflict without resolving the fundamental problems and eliminating its primary causes prove to be counterproductive. Such approach can even endanger the entire process of conflict resolution.

The Armenian delegation believes that only a comprehensive approach through the peace talks with the involvement of all parties concerned can bring to a just and lasting solution to the conflicts.

Thus, the Armenian delegation will vote against the presented draft document since it contradicts our position on the conflict resolution. 
