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March 4th, 2009
The statement of H.E. Armen Martirosyan, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Armenia to the UN, at the 4th informal meeting of the GA plenary   on intergovernmental negotiations on the question on equitable representation on increase in the membership of the Security Council and related matters. 

Mr. Chairman,

The Armenian delegation on various occasions has expressed its support for the reform of the Security Council, particularly with regard to a broader membership of the Council for both permanent and non-permanent seats. Needless to say, that the current composition of the Security Council does not adequately reflect political and economic realities of the contemporary world.  Obviously, the increase of the membership per ce is not enough to address comprehensively the expectations from the reform. Working methods of the reformed Security Council are also of an utmost importance. In addition, my delegation concurs with the view of some countries regarding the interests of the small states in the new enlarged Council, and I want to reiterate my delegation’s intent to pursue this issue with a special attention. 

Mr. Chairman,

A number of proposals and comments on the necessity to introduce a new category of membership to the Council have already been made. No doubt, the idea of interim membership deserves comprehensive and careful consideration. One can note that from the viewpoint of making the Council more democratic and accountable, this category possesses some merits. However, the interim category requires broader and deeper analysis.  

To continue my elaborations and lest to be seen as distracting I ask for your indulgence, Mr. Chairman. 

Although today’s topic is about the categories of the SC membership proper, its complexity allows me to touch upon another issue that will inevitably come up later in our discussions. It is well-known that the countries, which aspire for permanent membership, do so not only to avoid the exhausting and sometimes expensive electoral marathon but also to get the “all-inclusive package” of rights that arrives with permanent membership and, in particular, the right of veto. Without going into details, I would like to note that in case the further discussions demonstrate that the General Assembly is not inclined to grant the veto right to the potential permanent members, the interest toward this new proposed category of SC members might increase. We think in that case it would be appropriate to revisit the issue of the interim category of membership at that time. 

Mr.Chairman,

These discussions will obviously go on for some time. However, we all ought to bear in mind that whatever decision is reached in the end it must enjoy the broadest possible support of the general membership of the UN.

Thank you.
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