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March 24, 2009

UNGA 63

Informal meeting of the plenary on the question of equitable representation on and increase in the membership of the Security Council and related matters
Mr. Chairman,

Going on with the elaboration on the issue of regional representation on the reformed Security Council, I cannot help but stressing that the regional group my country is member of - the Group of Eastern European States - is one of the most underrepresented. In fact, proportionally, we are the second after the Asian Group. 

Therefore, as the members of the EEG Group have stated on many occasions, it would be very reasonable to aspire for one additional seat when and if the SC is enlarged. It will enable the Group, comprising mostly small and medium size states, to contribute to and profit from the experience provided by working in the Security Council.

As for the very issue of regional representation, which in our understanding is equitable geographic distribution, this approach should be applicable only in case of non-permanent seats. The entire logic of regional distribution of non-permanent seats is based on two mechanisms: competition among the candidates from a regional group or the endorsement by a respective regional group. Selection or consensus building processes justify the application of this principle and might assume certain responsibilities on those elected or endorsed. 

With regard to permanent membership, we share the view of those countries who approach this issue in the context of individual merits of the aspiring country. And my delegation does not believe that the association with a particular regional group, per se, should be a sufficient ground for gaining a permanent seat in the Security Council.

Thank you Mr. Chairman.
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