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March 17th, 2009
The statement of H.E. Armen Martirosyan, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Armenia to the UN, at the 9th informal meeting of the GA plenary   on intergovernmental negotiations on the question on equitable representation on increase in the membership of the Security Council and related matters. 

Mr. Chairman,

At the outset, I would like to make some comments regarding the views expressed by a number of delegations. Various countries elaborating on the right of veto claim that this institution is undemocratic and discriminatory. This concern is as old as our organization. A large body of historical evidence proves that despite the reluctance and even frustration of the majority of the founding members of the UN, the San Francisco conference adopted the UN Charter with this “vice”. The very inception of the UN was preconditioned with vesting the victorious countries with the veto right and mutual consent among these countries was cemented in the Dumbarton Oaks Security Conference, which took place one year before San Francisco Conference.  Later, the voting procedures of the Security Council and the use of veto had all been agreed in Yalta, although almost none of the member states attending the San Francisco conference were aware of it at that time. It was the political price paid for the establishment of this organization. 

We understand the point of view of the countries which express concern regarding the veto right, however, we believe that this path of discussions leads nowhere.

Therefore, if we are truly serious about the reform of the Security Council here and now we should be guided by the political realities and motivations rather than the aspirations stemming from global idealism. Hence, further talks aimed at the abolition of the veto right seem meaningless and have no prospects since the current permanent members of the SC have made it clear that they will not support this approach. It means that today as it was the case six decades ago, we still cannot succeed without “advice and consent” of P5. The article 108 of the UN Charter clearly stipulates that any amendment to the present Charter must be approved by the vote of the 2/3 of the General Assembly, and ratified in accordance with constitutional processes by the 2/3 of the membership of the UN, including all permanent members of the SC.

Mr. Chairman,

Armenia, like many other countries, considers the veto right to be the most important component of the comprehensive reform of the SC. We voiced our support for the expansion of both permanent and non-permanent membership of the Council and believe that there are countries that possess sufficient grounds to aspire for the permanent membership at the SC with the veto right.

Meanwhile, current negotiations show that this issue, as it was 64 years ago, remains the most controversial and disputed one. Therefore, we believe that the general membership of the UN should employ effectively its consensus building potential to ensure a successful outcome for the decades-long process of negotiations. The maximum possible broad support for the reform package is necessary for the approval by the General Assembly and is a prerequisite for its further validation by the member states. 

Thank you.
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