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February 19, 2009

UNGA 63

Informal meeting of the plenary on the question of equitable representation on and increase in the membership of the Security Council and related matters

Statement by Mr. Ara Margarian, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Armenia to the UN

Mr. Chairman, 

I would like to join the previous speakers in thanking you and the President of the GA for convening this meeting that marks the beginning of the informal intergovernmental negotiations on the issue of the equitable representation on and increase of the membership of the Security Council, an event that we all were looking forward to.

My delegation is of an opinion that long debates and discussions that have been going on for more than a decade made views and positions of the Member States well known. No matter how difficult, different and seemingly irreconcilable these positions are we have to demonstrate a strong political will and to start real negotiations 

In this regard Armenia appreciates the circulation of the work plan prepared by the President of the GA, but, at the same time we do see a need for more active and frequent meeting schedule and elaboration of a composite paper to achieve more meaningful and tangible results in transforming the Security Council to a more inclusive, representative, democratic and transparent body.

As for inclusiveness and representation, my delegation that represents a small country will concur with the position expressed by Singapore, Malta and some others and highlight the importance of making the voice of Small countries heard, our interests taken into consideration, to avoid the marginalisation of this big and important group.

AS it was rightly mentioned in the letter of the PGA, we have to use the current window of opportunity to make progress.  Otherwise, we are doomed to waste another 10-15 years in protracted talks and discussions for the sake of discussions in these crucial times when we need to reform not only the Security Council but the whole Organization to face and adequately respond to the challenges of the new Millennium.

We are convinced that under your guidance we’ll be able to proceed forward and accomplish this process, which is of outmost importance to all the Members of the UN.

Thank you Mr. Chairman.   

 ARMENIA
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