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Madame Chairperson, 

At the outset, I would like to join the previous speakers in congratulating you for the assumption of the chairmanship of the Committee. My delegation is confident that under your able leadership the Committee will have a productive and successful session. 

Madame Chairperson, 

Every year Armenia takes the opportunity provided by the general debate to inform the Committee of its advancements in the field of disarmament and non-proliferation, and to present its position on several topical issues of international security. We also use this opportunity to speak about our security challenges drawing your attention in particular to regional developments in the South Caucasus. This year I will start with the former. 

Madame Chairperson,

Adoption of five years ago of the Program of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade of Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects was an important milestone. It reflected the shared understanding of the common responsibility to stop the proliferation of SALW that had become a fueling agent in many conflicts throughout the world causing grave human suffering and posing threat to security and stability of many regions. 

Armenia welcomed the UN Conference to Review Progress Made in the Implementation of the Program of Action held this summer in New York. Like many other delegations, Armenia had great expectations from the Review Conference and felt deeply disappointed with the lack of consensuses to produce an outcome document. Armenia is committed to the implementation of the Program of Action and hopes that the spirit of cooperation and readiness to fight this scourge will prevail and will bring us new results.   

Madame Chairperson,

My country has constantly declared its commitment to the peaceful use of nuclear energy, nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation. In this context, I am pleased to inform the Committee that Armenia has recently ratified the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty and submitted the instrument of ratification to the UN Secretary-General. 

Madame Chairperson,

Armenia attaches an utmost importance to the conventional arms control on regional and sub-regional levels. Since Armenia is situated in a region where a number of frozen conflicts still exist and any regional security agreement ensuring durable peace and stability is desperately eluding us, international arrangements on arms control are of crucial importance for the security of whole region and my country in particular. It goes without saying that under such circumstances the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe and unconditional and complete observance of its provisions play a pivotal role for the maintenance of stability and peace in the South Caucasus. 

In this regard Armenia would like to draw your attention to the fact of violation of the CFE Treaty by Azerbaijan. According to the information submitted within the UN as well as OSCE frameworks, in 2005 it imported 44 battle tanks and 83 large caliber artillery systems thus violating the established ceilings for this country under the CFE Treaty. Over the last two years Azerbaijan has not declared about any arms reduction, while in accordance with Annual Exchange of Military Information for 2005 it possessed 217 battle tanks and 260 large caliber artillery systems, hence overall figures in the mentioned categories of armament for 2006 are exceeding the established ceilings of 220 for battle tanks and 280 for large caliber artillery systems. 

We are seriously concerned over this fact of gross violation of the CFE Treaty. It is obviously a result of the policy of arms race recently unleashed by the Azerbaijani authorities accompanied by endless militaristic and aggressive rhetoric often used by its leadership – a rhetoric that contains explicit threat of use of force and attempt at military solution to the conflict. As a result, today we are witnessing an unprecedented growth of the military budget of Azerbaijan, which has drastically increased over the last few years. This enormous growth of military expenditures, which are being pumped up by petrodollars, undeniably testifies to the intention of the Azerbaijani authorities to break the existing military balance and derail the Nagorno Karabagh negotiation process.  

Madame Chairperson, 

These steps by the Azerbaijani authorities are contradicting to the letter and spirit of the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe. They are also coming into conflict with various UN documents and resolutions related to the Reduction of military budgets, Regional disarmament, Conventional arms control at the regional level, and Transparency in armaments - issues that constitute the part and parcel of the agenda of the disarmament discourse.

There is no doubt that this policy cannot yield any positive result. Quite the contrary, it will lead to an increased threat to the fragile security and stability in the region resulting, inter alia, in stalemate in the resolution of existing disputes in the South Caucasus. It is not surprising that the EU External Relations Commissionaire, Mrs. Benita Ferrero-Waldner, in her recent statement warned Azerbaijan that its plans to drastically step up the military spending might result in further escalation of situation in our volatile region.   

Madame Chairperson, 

Armenia remains fully committed to its international obligations on arms control and disarmament. We are confident in the viability and efficiency of the United Nations instruments in enhancing trust, building confidence and promoting regional dialogue and cooperation. Full compliance with the United Nations resolutions and regional arrangements on arms control and disarmament is one of the most essential and critical factors that can bring us closer to stability, cooperation, and durable peace in the South Caucasus.

Thank you, Madame Chairperson. 
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