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October 5, 2006

UNGA61 / THIRD COMMITTEE

Agenda item 98: Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 


Agenda item 99:  
Statement by Mr. Ara Margarian, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Armenia to the United Nations

Mr. Chairman, 

Since this is the first time my delegation takes the floor at this session, let me congratulate you and other members of the Bureau on your election and assure you of my delegation’s full support in the successful completion of our work.

While Armenia fully aligns itself with the statements made by the distinguished delegations of Belarus and Kazakhstan under agenda items 98 and 99 on behalf of several CIS countries, I would like to bring some additional points in our national capacity, related particularly to the International drug control.

After declaring independence in 1991, many of the former Soviet republics encountered a number of difficulties characteristic of the transition period – uncontrolled borders, civil wars, high level of crime, corruption, crisis of values followed by social pessimism, protracted social, economic crises, unemployment, etc. These factors destroyed the existing repressive system aimed against drugs and facilitated the increase of drug addiction and illegal drug circulation. In response to this, the government of Armenia, in particular, took measures to solve the problems. We joined all the UN conventions on drug circulation control, psychotropic substances and precursors. To fulfill international obligations stipulated in these conventions, Armenia undertook a number of initiatives for the creation of relevant agencies and to develop and implement anti-drug policies and activities. We firmly believe that effective policy against this evil requires comprehensive and coherent measures aimed at both demand and supply reduction. The government attaches special importance to the awareness-raising among potentially vulnerable groups, children and youth in particular.

The Republic of Armenia is not a drug producing country and the local consumption of drugs is very low. Nevertheless, Armenia geographically borders with two of the three “Golden Crescent countries:” Islamic Republic of Iran and Turkey. Though Armenia seems not to be too interesting for major drug dealers given the small potential drug market, its geographical location might be attractive for transit.

Mr. Chairman, 

The “Law on Drugs and Psychotropic Substances” has been in force since February 2003. To comply with the recent international developments, the work is underway for introducing draft amendments and changes to the law. Most important in this area is the elaboration of a package of amendments to inter-related provisions that cause some inconsistencies or contradictions in the present laws – namely the Law on Licensing, Administrative Code, and Law on Medicines. The Criminal Code has been revised already and incorporates the relevant provisions of main international instruments.

It is expected to consider a possible increase in the punitive measures for the commitment of drug-related crimes, as well as the harmonization and unification of punishments on a regional level. 

Provisions of the state policy in the field of prevention of the trafficking of drugs and psychotropic substances are fixed in the Law on Drugs and Psychotropic Substances. It has undergone substantial changes, shifting from the strictly punitive approach of the Soviet era to the more modern and internationally broadly recognized “softer,“ balanced principles. This primarily concerns state control over illegal trafficking of drugs and psychotropic substances, the systematic prevention of drug abuse and related criminality, law enforcement incl. criminal responsibility for the commitment of illegal drug trafficking and state support for the development of a treatment and rehabilitation network for drug addicts, and the development and introduction of new effective methods for treatment. 

Mr Chairman,

During 2005 certain structural changes were introduced in the Police of the Republic of Armenia. Those changes touched upon the Drug Squad, in particular. In 2005, it was incorporated into the Main Department for the Fight against Organised Crime of the Police of Armenia. This merging played an important role in the work of the newly formed agency and enhanced its capacities to conduct more active and effective actions. 

Another important novelty was the creation of the National Health Information and Analytical Centre of the National Institute of Health, in November 2005, with a main task to harmonize the Health Information Statistical System with international regulations, classifications, norms and rules. This new institution will play the main role in improving the quality of the epidemiological data as well as implementing key indicators. For the time being, the quality of the epidemiological data-collection remains insufficient as there still exist a number of problems related to the collection, analysis, delivery (from bottom to top), information flow and the drug information network as such. 

The information and analytical network of the health system should cover all medical institutions, with the main data collection point at the National Health Information and Analytical Centre. A network of functional statistical services is planned to be developed in Yerevan and other 10 Marzes (regions). This would become a substantial precondition for the implementation of key indicators and collection of integral, comparable and reliable information in keeping with international standards. 

The Government of Armenia is closely cooperating with NGOs and international institutions in drug prevention activities. This year we had our National report on Drugs 2005 published, which is the third consecutive report since 2001. I would like to take this opportunity to express my Government’s gratitude to UNDP and European Commission for sponsoring and assisting in implementation of this initiative within the frameworks of “Southern Caucasus Anti-Drug Programme” (SCAD). The Programme is aimed at institutional capacity building in three South Caucasus countries to prevent and combat drug trafficking and drug abuse. One of the SCAD projects is worth mentioning in the given context. Since May 2004, the NGO “APEC “(Aids Prevention Education and Care) in cooperation with the Ministry of Education and Science, UNDP office and the Swedish NGO “RNS” (Drug Free Society) has been implementing a program on primary drug prevention in Syunik Marz of Armenia. The program is funded by the Swedish International Development Agency/ SIDA. Within the framework of the program, the  “ESPAD” (European  School Survey Project on Alcohol and Drugs) research was conducted on tobacco, alcohol and drug abuse among the youth in the abovementioned Marz.

Mr. Chairman,

Armenia has developed effective multilateral cooperation in the fight against trans-national organised crime and international terrorism. A network of bilateral agreements has been established with many countries. We also work closely with various regional and international organisations such as Council of Europe, European Union, CIS, NATO and various UN agencies in such areas as legal reform, improvement of national law enforcement capacities, border control and intelligence system. 
Rapid advancement of modern technologies, omni-reaching and omni-penetrating tentacles of globalisation made all our countries vulnerable as never to trans-national organised crime (TOC) and international terrorism. In concluding, I cannot but agree with the statement of our American colleague made yesterday, that we all have the tools and the political will to counter the international drug and criminal threats. And no country or government can counter these problems alone. Their scope and magnitude require even greater level of innovation and effective regional and international cooperation.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
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