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Agenda item 81: Report of the International Atomic Energy Agency
Statement by H.E. Mr. Armen Martirosyan, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Armenia to the United Nations

Madame President, 

At the outset, I would like to join the others in thanking Mr. Mohamed El-Baradei for the presentation of the report. This year has been truly fraught with challenges in the area of nuclear disarmament and peaceful uses of nuclear energy. We are hopeful that the international community will be able to find resolutions to Iranian nuclear issue through diplomacy and dialogue. We were very concerned about the nuclear test by Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea (DPRK) and we hope that the international community’s reaction to this problem will be demonstrative of its resolve not to allow for nuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. 

Madame President, 

Armenia attaches great importance to nuclear energy from both economic and security aspects. Its cooperation with the IAEA to ensure uninterrupted and safe operation of Metsamor - the Armenian Nuclear power plant has been a remarkable one. 

In December 2005, a special “Technical Meeting for Coordination of the International Assistance to the Armenian Nuclear Power Plant” was organized by IAEA Director-General Mr. El-Baradei with the participation of donor countries. It presented a comprehensive Summary of the analysis of different aspects related to the Armenian Nuclear Power Plant: design, seismic and operational safety issues, regulatory issues, as well as the relationship between IAEA TECDOC Safety Issues and the Armenian NPP Upgrading Program. 

In Armenian NPP Upgrading Program, Armenia made commitments to implement a number of  additional measures aimed at upgrading the safety of the Nuclear Power Plant. A 1.8 mln USD were allocated by the Government of Armenia to that end, and the measures will be carried out in the fall of this year when Metsamor NPP will undergo an annual outage and refueling. A Technical Meeting for Coordination of the International Assistance will follow to assess the measures taken and come up with additional recommendations. 

Madame President, 

Armenia pays great attention to the protection of radioactive sources. In 2006, the inventory of the existing radioactive sources was made and an investigation of orphan sources is currently underway.  

This year Armenia assumed the Chairmanship of the WWER Regulators Forum and hosted the 13th Annual Meeting in Yerevan in June. The Forum welcomed 3 new members – China, India and Iran, and made its contribution to further improving regulators’ activities, making them more efficient and transparent. 

Madame President, 

Sustainability of energy sources is a major issue for my country. Armenia is very interested in the “International Innovative Nuclear Reactors and Fuel Cycles” (INPRO) project which elaborates new standards for new nuclear stations, safety and security of the fuel cycle, ecological aspects and non-proliferation issues. The project is of special importance to those countries planning to develop nuclear energy sector. In this respect, I would like to underline that a “Feasibility Study for Nuclear Energy Development in Armenia” was approved by the IAEA Director-General for the next biennium. The project will make an analysis of the expenditures for the construction of new nuclear reactors based on the existing infrastructure and the expertise of the current staff of the Metsamor nuclear power plant. Meanwhile, in collaboration with the European Union and under TACIS program for 2006-2007, the Armenian Government is working on a project, which will set the timetable and expenditures for the decommissioning of the Unit 2 of the Nuclear Power plant. 

Madame President, 

The progress for the Armenian Government to ensure safe and secure operation of the Armenian Nuclear Power Plant would have been very difficult, and in certain instances almost impossible, without the unwavering support and assistance of our partners and donors. In this respect, I would like to express my Government’s gratitude to the US, Russian Federation, France, United Kingdom, Bulgaria and Slovakia for both financial and professional support. 

Thank you, Madame President. 
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