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October 20, 2006

UNGA 61 / GA Plenary
Agenda item 108: Cooperation between the United Nations and regional and other organizations: 


(g) Cooperation between the United Nations and the Council of Europe; and (o) Cooperation 
between the United Nations and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
Statement by Mr. Armen MARTIROSYan, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Armenia to the United Nations

Madame President, 

Cooperation with regional organizations in developing and implementing various programs and projects in almost all spheres of our life – political, legislative, economic, social and cultural, has been a priority for Armenia. We believe that regional organizations create conducive frameworks for the development and advancement of relationship between its members and help build confidence and trust through its cooperative mechanisms. 

I this respect, I would like to touch briefly upon two of the organizations under discussion today – The Council of Europe, and The Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).

Madame President, 

Armenia is cooperating with the Council of Europe in political and legal spheres. 2005 was a milestone in the fulfillment of our commitments with regards to our membership to this organization. The Constitutional referendum on November 27, 2005, finalized the necessary changes in the Constitution that would allow to bring the existing legislation in line with our commitments. Since the beginning of 2006, the Government of Armenia has undertaken a two-year process of changing 67 laws with the assistance of the Council of Europe Experts. Some of the laws that have already been revised include the Law on the Constitutional Court, which now envisages the right of private citizens to file complaints with the Court, the Law on Police Service, the Criminal Code and the Law on the Ombudsperson (Human Rights Defender). 

While complying with the requirements of the Council of Europe, Armenia went beyond the commitments undertaken at the accession with regards to Council of Europe Conventions and signed the Protocol No. 13 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, concerning the abolition of the death penalty in all circumstances, the Convention on Cybercrime and Additional Protocol to the Convention on Cybercrime, concerning the criminalisation of acts of a racist and xenophobic nature committed through computer systems, the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings, Council of Europe Convention on Prevention of Terrorism and the Council of Europe Convention on Laundering, Search, Seizure and Confiscation of the Proceeds from Crime and on the Financing of Terrorism. Currently Armenia has signed and verified 49 Council of Europe Conventions and another 11 are in the pipes. We consider the improvement of Armenia’s legislative framework through Council of Europe Conventions and the monitoring of their implementation as an important area of cooperation with this organization and will strive to expand it.  

A week ago, on October 12-13, for the first time Armenia hosted the 27th Conference of the Council of Europe Ministers of Justice on “The role, rights of victims and assistance to them.” Ministers from member and observer states, as well as the representatives of international organizations participated in the Conference. 

On March 15, 2006, the Council of Europe and Republic of Armenia Program of Action was adopted by the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers, which outlines the priorities of our cooperation with this organization for 2006-2007. 

Madame President, 

Armenia attaches great importance to its cooperation with the OSCE in all its dimensions, including human, political, environmental and economic aspects of security and stability. Currently there are three large-scale projects underway with the assistance of the OSCE Office in Yerevan – “Mélange” Rocket fuel disposal project, The Police Assistance Program and Assistance to the Development Projects for the regions. 

In May 2006 the "Mélange" Rocket fuel disposal project was launched in Armenia. It is a cross-dimensional: economic/environmental and political/military activity being carried out with the support of the OSCE. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, large stocks of mélange rocket fuel – 872 tons, were left on the territory of the Republic. The stockpiles posed both environmental and security danger. If leaked, these highly toxic chemicals could contaminate the environment for decades to come. At the request of the Government of Armenia, the OSCE is helping to convert the rocket fuel into a mineral-rich fertilizer, which could be used for improving the pH-poor agricultural land in the country. We are thankful to the Governments of the United States, Germany, Finland and Canada for their financial and expert contribution that made this project possible.

The Police Assistance Program is part of our cooperation with the OSCE office in Yerevan in the politico-military dimension. It aims to build-up trust between the police and the society, contribute to the development of community-oriented policing model. The Program supports, among other things, the strengthening of the Police Training Center for induction training and the implementation of a modern command and control system. On March 15, 2005, An Agreement on Implementation was signed between the Police and the OSCE office initiating the refurbishment of the Training Center. 

The opening of an OSCE  Program Implementation office in the Southern  part of Armenia was a significant achievement as it would boost the efforts of socio-economic development of the region. The OSCE office has established two local public environmental centers there, too. The OSCE office has expanded its activities of human rights protection, freedom of media, labor migration and efforts to combat trafficking and money laundering to include areas outside of the capital. Its cooperation with the non-governmental organizations has further improved shifting the focus to the regions and rural areas thus contributing to the further strengthening of the civil society in Armenia. 

Madame President,

During the last years both of those regional organizations have been instrumental in establishing democracy and rule-of-law in Armenia. However, it is vexing, Madame President, that the same organizations that are otherwise adamant with regards to human rights issues and election procedures, are astonishingly tolerant to increasing warmongering and militaristic pronouncements from certain high-level officials in the region and firing of an arms race taking place now in such a conflict-torn region as the South Caucasus.

It is in this respect that Armenia considers the ongoing negotiation process within the OSCE Minsk Group for the resolution of the Nagorno Karabagh conflict a vital area of cooperation with the OSCE. It involves a very competent group of negotiators that are extremely knowledgeable of all the nitty-gritties of the conflict and the situation in and around it, and are representatives of countries that have political, economic and geopolitical stakes in the region and are truly interested in achieving peace and stability through a lasting resolution to this conflict. It has contributed tremendously to the virtually uninterrupted dialogue between the parties and preservation of relative stability in the region through the monitoring of the ceasefire regime that is in place and holding for over twelve years now without a single peacekeeper on the ground. We are confident that these efforts, if uninterrupted and undiverted, could yield a positive outcome securing a durable and long-lasting solution to the NK conflict and bring peace and stability to the region. 

It is in the spirit of cooperation between the UN and the OSCE that we believe that any discussion in the UN on Nagorno Karabagh issue should be based and reflective of the processes going on within the Minsk Group to make the process effective and efficient. However, during the last two years under different pretexts attempts are being made to divert the negotiation process on Nagorno Karabagh by introducing agenda items, using procedural loopholes in the UN and exploiting certain sentiments of Member States. These efforts aimed at creating seemingly favorable milieu for predetermining the outcome of negotiations focusing only on one component from the whole negotiation package will only derail the peace process. Such a piecemeal approach to this conflict will at best postpone a final, lasting solution, but also may make a comprehensive agreement impossible and endanger the fragile relative stability established in the area. Moreover, further attempts in that direction will simply make it imperative to revise the current composition of parties involved. 

Thank you, Madame President. 
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