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March 9, 2006

High-level Meeting to launch the Central Emergency Response Fund

Statement by Ms. Dziunik AGHAJANIAN, Deputy Permanent Representative of the Republic of Armenia to the United Nations

Thank you, Mr. President, for convening this meeting. 

Mr. President, 

During the World Summit, our leaders mandated to take steps to improve the humanitarian response system, including through timely and predictable funding. The momentous  resolution that we adopted last December provides the necessary framework to strengthen the coordination of humanitarian assistance and response capacity at all levels, and achieve better field coordination. It was a critical decision taken by this august body to ensure that the international response to humanitarian crisis is more effective and more equitable. 

The upgrading of the existing CERF and adding the grant element will help launch life-saving relief operations. The Fund will provide the needed tools to better meet the challenges of today’s world when rapid response to sudden onset emergencies in crucial days of a crisis becomes the lacmus test of international community’s readiness and resolve to combat common scourge. It will help alleviate the pain and suffering brought about by manmade and natural disasters all around the world. 

Moreover, prevention mechanisms will be triggered. As the common wisdom states, prevention is cheaper than curing. Having a new stand-by fund would allow this organization to use prevention where and when possible, in recurring emergencies, as well as in stopping a crisis from spilling out of control.

Mr. President, 

My Government attaches great importance to effective working of this modernized Fund based on voluntary contributions only, and has come up with a pledge. We believe that it is through collective action and continued and demonstrable support that we will succeed in improving global humanitarian system and make a difference for people in need. We also hope that the broad General Assembly consensus for the resolution will translate into a broad support for the CERF. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
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