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Your Eminence, Your Excellencies, Reverend Clergy, Honored Guests:

On behalf of the Permanent Mission of Armenia to the United Nations, let

me extend my sincere appreciation to the Joint Commission of Eastern and

Oriental Orthodox Churches, for kindly organizing this Third Annual

Orthodox Prayer Service for the U.N. Community.

The first such service took place three years ago, in the shadow of the

shocking events of September 11th. In the aftermath of that terrible

day, an international coalition emerged to fight the dreadful scourge of

terrorism. Alas, despite the best intentions of the international

community, the world has not become a safer place since then. Neither it

has become more peaceful.

Instead, we have witnessed, with deep sorrow and regret, that peace

itselfthe very symbol of world peace, and individuals serving its

causecould also be brutally attacked. Little more than a month ago, we

mourned the tragic loss that the United Nations suffered in Iraq. And

today, in this sanctuary, I would like to honor the memory of the U.N.

personnel who lost their lives in Baghdad, and pay tribute to all those

who have dedicated their lives to the cause of peace.

Unfortunately, the recent chain of tragic events has accustomed us to

the image of death. Our hearts have become a little more hardened; old

enmities are re-surfacing; and violence is becoming accepted as a tool

to address our differences.

Perhaps we are avoiding a frank acknowledgement of the scope of the

crisis, and the depth of its roots. It is tempting, of course, to think

that solutions to the present crisis can be found simply in political or

military exertions. But while such efforts are certainly the most

obvious and easy to execute, they may not prove, ultimately, to be the

most effective.

Instead, a genuine global authority, powerful enough to face this

enormous challengeand successfully to respond to ithas to be sustained

by its moral and spiritual fortitude, as much as by military might or

economic supremacy.

For many Christian peopleincluding us, the Orthodoxthe love of God has

guided our forefathers through their sufferings and humiliations,

without blinding them with hatred and anger. The power of belief has

helped them to summon up strength and wisdom, even in the face of

catastrophic loss. And today, our resolve to cherish that patient love

and belief is perhaps the greatest gift our peoples can bestow on this

all-too-impatient world.

In moments of emotional and spiritual weakness, when doubt, anger and

hatred overwhelm us, we must not forget how much we really do have in

commonhow much we share, in spite of our differences in culture, faith,

or land of origin. We cannot lose sight of the fundamental values common

to all people of goodwill, in all nations, at all times: the values of

Faith, Hope, and Love.

For this reason, we must never shy away from bringing a spiritual

dimension to the work of the United Nations. For though military,

political, economic and social concerns may be important, it is the

spiritual element alone which will make the United Nations the common

sanctuary of mankind, whose highest objective is peace and security for

all.

To accomplish this, we have to fortify our efforts to promote and deepen

a culture of tolerance and understanding. The United Nations declared

2001 as the %A1%C8Year of Dialogue Among Civilizations,%A1%C9 and

adopted a Global Agenda to facilitate that exchange. We welcome the

special attention paid to inter-faith dialogue within that framework. A

universal organization like the U.N. is the appropriate forum for such

an effort, where candid and open dialogue may prevail over

confrontation; where tolerance may prevail over ignorance. In such a

forum, our differences can become a source of strength instead of

weakness. They can unite rather than divide us.

My dear colleagues in the cause of peace: I would like to conclude my

remarks with these touching lines, penned by an unknown author:

When I say, "I am a Christian," I'm not shouting, "I am saved." I'm

whispering: "I'm lost!- That is why I chose this way." When I say, "I am

a Christian," I don%A1%C7t speak of this with pride. I'm confessing that

I stumble and need Someone to be my Guide. When I say, "I am a

Christian," I'm not claiming to be perfect. My flaws are too visible;

but God believes I'm worth it. When I say, "I am a Christian," I don't

wish to judge. I have no authority. I only know I'm loved.
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