 
[image: image1.wmf] 

 


Permanent Mission of the Republic of Armenia 

to the United Nations
119E 36th street, New York, NY 10016

Tel.: 1-212-686-9079

Fax: 1-212-686-3934

E-mail: armenia@un.int
Web: http://www.un.int/armenia/
Mr. Chairman,

At the outset, my delegation would like to join previous speakers in

paying tribute to the late High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr.

Sergio Vieira de Mello.

We would also like to commend the acting High Commissioner, as well as

the Special Rapporteurs and Representatives for their comprehensive

reports and introductions to the Committee last week and wish them all

the success in their challenging and noble task.

Mr. Chairman,

Since its independence, Armenia has declared its commitment to building

democracy, promoting rule of law and respect for human rights. For more

than a decade, extensive reforms have been undertaken to anchor these

values, and significant progress has been achieved. Meanwhile, we

realise that much more remains to be done, since democracy is a

tradition, and it has to be imbedded in our people's collective thinking.

The year 2003 has been very important for Armenia for both presidential

and parliamentary elections that took place in March and May

respectively, and the referendum on amendments to the Constitution were

a true test to the level of democracy achieved so far. These processes

have indicated certain problems and shortcomings that still persist in

the electoral system, which are common to many of the

countries-in-transition. The Government has carefully studied

assessments and recommendations provided by the observer missions of the

CoE and ODIHR and is undertaking necessary legal and practical measures

to ensure compliance with the international criteria. In fact, the

referendum on Constitutional amendments was a significant indication of

?democracy at work?, when the majority of voters had rejected the

package of amendments presented by the Government.

Mr. Chairman,

Armenia's membership to the Council of Europe in 2001 not only

highlighted the international recognition of our achievements, but more

importantly, it ensured the irreversibility of the processes of

transformation. I am pleased to inform the distinguished Committee about

the recent progress made towards the implementation of our obligations

undertaken at the accession of Armenia to the Council of Europe.

In September 2003 Armenia ratified the 6th Protocol to the European

Convention on Human Rights, thus ensuring a full and final abolition of

death penalty after the 12-year-long moratorium since 1991. This is,

perhaps, the most important step towards meeting our obligations,

particularly given the opposition's stern objection in this matter.

The new Criminal Code was adopted in April 2003, and the penitentiary

system has been transferred from the Ministry of Interior and placed

under the control of the Ministry of Justice.

Meanwhile, since the successful implementation of a number of

obligations depend on the changes in the Constitution, a new package of

amendments is being elaborated, which will be presented for the

international expertise and for discussion in the National Assembly.

Special attention will be also paid to the issues of awareness-raising

and proper presentation of the amendments to the constituency.

Other major legislative and judicial reforms are underway aimed at

bringing our national institutions in line with international norms and

ensuring their effective functioning. The Draft Law on Ombudsman passed

the first reading in the National Assembly. The Electoral Code, as well

as the Law on Political Parties are being amended in order to redress

shortcomings revealed by the recent elections. The Law on Local

Self-Governing is also being modified so as to provide more power and

decision-making to the local communities. All these reforms are being

carried out under the monitoring of the European institutions and in

close collaboration with their relevant experts.

Mr. Chairman,

One of the aspects of our foreign policy is to advocate democracy and

human rights also in our immediate neighbourhood as the vital tools for

ensuring peace and stability by decreasing the likelihood of social and

political conflicts. In South Caucasus ? with its complicated ethnic

patchwork and grave experience of various past and present conflicts ?

it is hardly possible to overestimate the significance of respect for

the rule of law, human rights, and rights of minorities and peoples in

order to prevent and overcome adversity. We hope that this is a common

view shared by all our neighbours.

The year 2003 has been in fact a ?year of elections? in the whole South

Caucasus region. In this regard, I would like to emphasize the

importance of democratic, legitimate and transparent electoral

processes, since their outcomes will inevitably have a great impact on

the negotiation processes and resolution of existing conflicts. It is

obvious that any lasting and viable solution will require mutual

compromises. Therefore we believe that only strong, legitimate and

credible authorities will be in a position to present these compromise

solutions to their domestic publics and to carry out their

implementation. In Armenia, we are specifically sensitive to the

situation and developments in the neighbouring country, with which we

are engaged in negotiations.

This is, by no means, to imply that we consider ourselves a full and

mature democracy to make too many judgements and preach others.

Certainly not. However, we cannot fail to acknowledge that the validity

of elections, as well as the legitimacy and credibility of the

authorities to emerge from it, do have a significant international

political impact in a situation of extreme sensitivity.

Mr. Chairman,

This year marks the tenth anniversary of the Vienna World Conference on

Human Rights. The international community then took stock of the

progress made to that date, consolidated its achievements and set forth

the policy for further actions. In the past ten years, there has been a

significant progress towards implementation of the commitments we

undertook in Vienna, but there are much more challenges lying ahead.

As we all agreed in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, ?all

human rights are universal, indivisible, interdependent and

interrelated?. Therefore it is important that we also pay utmost

attention to the promotion and protection of economic, social and

cultural rights to be able to successfully meet challenges of globalisation.

Mr. Chairman,

International cooperation and concerted actions at all levels are needed

to translate our political commitments into reality. I would like to

take this opportunity to once again re-iterate the resolve of the

Government of Armenia to continue its efforts, as well as the

willingness to cooperate with all other relevant stakeholders to live up

to our commitments and ensure effective enjoyment of human rights by all.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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