Good evening, ladies and gentlemen,

First of all, I would like to greet you all and congratulate the Armenian Missionary Association of America with its 90 years of productive service to the Armenian communities all over the world. This is indeed a historical milestone not only for the members of the Association but also for its supporters and beneficiaries.  
Doubtless it was just a coincidence but this October has been rich in anniversaries and jubilees for different Armenian religious organizations and spiritual centers in the United State. It is no secret that sometimes we Armenians shy away of difference, sometimes it looks to some of us that this diversity divides our people, and could even weaken our strength. However, my five-years experience in this vibrant community has proved that each and every of them brings new meaning, enriches our lives and adds to our endeavor as the people to reach even further, to learn deeper, to gain knowledge and find the truth through diversity and pluralism. 
However different these organizations are, all of them pursue one noble goal – serving the Armenian people, preserving the Armenian culture and national identity. The AMAA’s geography and agenda are truly amazing. You have been able to become a stronghold of the Armenian values in almost any region of the world, stretching from North and South Americas to the Middle East, from Australia to Russia.
After Armenia regained its independence, many of the Armenian organizations abroad extended their reach and have established their presence in homeland as well. One of the pioneers among them was the AMAA. To be honest, the organization for the majority of Armenians in Armenia was a novelty and we were not well familiar with its activities. We came to learn about it only when it came to Armenia and began its undertakings for Armenia. As successful that you were in the various social, cultural and educational programs that had been probably the most important ones at the moment, the true recognition of the AMAA values came through your spiritual mission. 
As you know, today our country is undergoing tremendous and often painful transition that affects all spheres of our life. Although the globalizing world does not impose anything on us, but it offers us some things, which threaten to slowly undo our concern with the important things in life. It is acknowledged by sociology that some patterns of consumption are on a collision course with the spiritual basics of our life unless the religion does not have capacity to prevent human desires for material goods from being endless. Indeed, the market economy is faceless and utilitarian but we, as a human beings do not only have to attend to the needs of the body, through material goods, but also to the needs of the soul, through immaterial goods.  Societal transformation affects our traditions, cultural and spiritual values, some of which have been so far indispensable in the preservation of our identity. Christian faith and Armenian Church as one of the key institutions responsible for the safeguarding of spiritual foundations of our society, strives to find its place and define the new role in Armenia after decades of stupor. Although the old ideological structures are dismantled, but their values, believes and habits are not uprooted yet. Under these conditions it would be difficult to sustain characteristics that have kept an Armenian as an Armenian unless there is a strong foundation based on moral and spiritual values of our people – the very principles and goals upon which the Armenian Missionary Association of America was founded and is functioning. 
   Dear compatriots: 
It would be difficult to numerate all the programs that the AMAA is carrying out in Armenia as well as abroad. However, my special gratitude goes for your very particular and thoughtful project of providing funds for more than ten years to the health care of the Armenian diplomats in Washington, DC and New York. And on their behalf I would like to extend our heart felt thanks for your unwavering support and generosity.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am happy that Mrs. Rakel Dink is here today with us and her very presence is yet another manifestation of this organization’s generous spirit and kindred humanity. 
It’s been almost two years since the admirable son of our nation Hrant Dink was assassinated in Turkey. He was destined to the same tragic fate as many brightest sons of the Armenian nation in Ottoman Empire 90 years earlier, and he entered the same immortality as they did. Hrant wanted to bridge Turkey’s tragic past with what he hoped would be Turkey’s promising future. He was doing just that without assigning to oblivion Armenia’s and Turkey’s common tragic past. And what we admire about Hrant is that he refused to have his superior sense of justice compromised. Let us remember that the lessons of such great men are lost unless they drive our fallible wills forward in the direction of the highest standards.  
Ladies and Gentlemen:
I would like to conclude by wishing Armenian Missionary Association of America, its leaders and supporters all the success in their future undertakings to the benefit of Armenian communities abroad and Armenia.  Thank you for enabling me to share with you this special day. I will savor it. 
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