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Mr. President,

I would like first to join those who have expressed from this podium

their condolences to the Government and people of the Unites States for

the unprecedented loss of human life during the September 11 terrorist

attacks in New York City and Washington, DC. We also extend our

condolences and sympathy to those member-states whose citizens have lost

their lives in the World Trade Centre or aboard hijacked aircrafts.

Armenia strongly condemns this crime against all peaceful, democratic

nations, against the very idea of peaceful co-existence and humane

world-order. The implications of this tragedy do not stop with the

United States, they impact the entire world community. The perpetrators,

organizers and sponsors of this outrage must be held accountable and

brought to justice by all available means.

Mr. President,

Unfortunately, the first resolution adopted by the ongoing General

Assembly had to deal with the tragic events of September 11. But at the

same time this short document is a unique testimony of the determination

by the world community to fight and eradicate the evil of terrorism. It

is a short, but strong message, which, to use the words of the Secretary

General, "reaffirms, with all our strength, our common humanity and the

values that we share. We shall not allow them to be overthrown." We

would like to commend the Secretary-General for his preparedness to

engage the whole system of the United Nations in the fight against

international terrorism, and we assure him that the Republic of Armenia

will support and contribute to all actions undertaken by the United

Nations in this regard. Armenia welcomes the resolution 1373 (2001),

unanimously adopted by the Security Council. This is a significant

document, which provides us with an efficient anti-terrorist mechanism

and defines the obligations of every country in a global war against

this evil. Armenia declares its readiness to abide by all provisions of

the resolution, as well as to contribute to all anti-terrorist measures

outlined in it.

Mr. President,

The fact that international terrorists still find safe harbour in some

countries makes the fight against them particularly difficult. It is

widely known that in some countries terrorist cells are disguised as

NGOs or charitable funds, and in most cases the national authorities

turn a blind eye to their activities, trying to use them for their own

national interests. The United Nations, which has considerable

experience in monitoring the human rights situation around the world,

could also include international terrorism in the same list of

priorities. The United Nations can play a very positive role encouraging

member-states to exchange operational information about the terrorists

and their networks. The existing UN mechanisms in the fields of illicit

traffic of small arms, drug control, nuclear proliferation and others

should acquire clearly pronounced anti-terrorist accents. Particular

effort should be made in order to prevent terrorists from getting access

to weapons of mass destruction - nuclear, biological and chemical. We

cannot ignore the possibility of some terrorist networks being already

capable of creating their own biological and chemical facilities. It is

imperative that all member-states increase their cooperation in the

fight against terrorism and abide by the principles of the twelve

international conventions and protocols relating to terrorism.

Mr. President,

It is regretful that we have to bring forward the issue of international

terrorism in a year, proclaimed by the UN General Assembly as the

International Year of Dialogue Among Civilizations. One can assume that

evil actions of such proportions are capable of discrediting the idea of

the Dialogue, reviving instead the ill-fated predictions of a clash

between the civilizations. The lesson that we must learn today is clear:

political moves and military operations can bring to justice the persons

responsible for terrorist attacks, but they cannot shake the foundations

of the ideas motivating them and poisoning their minds with hatred and

anger. This is where initiatives such as the Dialogue among

Civilizations, can prove to be effective. But the Dialogue should not

limit itself to high podiums and scientific conferences, it should find

immediate and effective ways to reach out to the ordinary people in the

streets, who are far too often influenced by extreme nationalists and

religious fanatics. These days Armenia celebrates its 1700th anniversary

of adoption of Christianity as a state religion. For seventeen centuries

we have adhered to a system of values deeply rooted in this religion of

love and forgiveness. But we reject the narrow-mindedness of those who

claim that only one religion nourishes the ideas of freedom and

democracy. In any religion, there can be found ideas of great humanist

values. We find it necessary that the United Nations spares no effort in

preventing the emerging danger of villainizing entire nations and

religions. No religion is evil, no religion justifies killing innocent

people, but any religion can become a deadly weapon if utilized and

manipulated where entire communities are struck by poverty, disease,

illiteracy and bitter hopelessness. The United Nations should double its

efforts in the fields of economic development and poverty eradication,

since these are the strategic battlefields in the war against terrorism.

Donor countries can contribute to the success of this war, not only by

sending military force to the areas of concern, but also by providing

more generous financial assistance to the poorest -- directly or through

UN agencies.

Mr. President,

In the famous Dead Sea Scrolls, written more than two thousand years

ago, there is a story about the final battle in the future between the

"Sons of Light" and the "Sons of Darkness". This battle seems to have

begun. Its outcome depends solely on our combined efforts and

determination.
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