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STATEMENT BY H.E. PRESIDENT JOSE EDUARDO DOS 

SANTOS AT THE HIGH-LEVEL MEETING ON CLIMATE 

CHANGE 

 

NEW YORK, 24 SEPTEMBER 2007 

 

 

 

 

EXCELLENCIES,    

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,  

 

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Angola, allow me, Your 

Excellencies co-Chairs, to thank the Secretary-General for convening this 

high-level meeting on climate change.  
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Allow me also to congratulate you for having been selected to co-chair this 

plenary on “The challenge of adaptation; from vulnerability to resilience”, 

which demonstrates your commitment and dedication to sustainable 

development.    

 

The truth is that climate change caused by our actions pose, Member States 

with an unprecedented challenge in the history of Humanity.  

 

The effects of climate change, that are already being felt, in one way or 

another, by  

our societies, our economies, our efforts to eradicate poverty, will worsen 

the planet that we will leave for future generations.    

   

The challenge is particularly serious and complex in developing countries, 

considering that their inadequate means and capacities, the lack of necessary 

investments, their weak access to technology, and in some cases, even their 

geographical location, makes them more vulnerable.  

 

Prolonged droughts, flood rains, storms, hurricanes and variations in 

seasonal cycles are phenomena that affect millions of people and from which 

no country is immune today.    

   

It is urgent and necessary for the community of nations to concert in order to 

combat these phenomena that are becoming a global scourge. The master 

key to identifying effective solutions to this issue is a coherent commitment 

by all and the individual contribution of each country, commensurate with 

its common but differentiated responsibilities.    
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Given the emerging global consensus on the causes of climate change, it is 

imperative that we agree on strategies and mechanisms for the reduction of 

greenhouse gases.  

 

However, we are concerned that our actions will fail unless we mobilize and 

make available the necessary financial and technical resources to ensure the 

effective implementation and monitoring of our commitments.    

   

We urge Member States, particularly developed countries, to engage in the 

implementation of the commitments undertaken and particularly in the 

transfer of technology to developing countries for the improvement of their 

institutional capacities.    

   

The Angolan delegation supports the need to accelerate the implementation 

of the commitments made thus far and the immediate start of the debate on a 

regime for post 2012, which will mark the end of the first period of 

commitments in the Kyoto Protocol.  

 

In 1992, Angola participated in the International Conference on 

Environment and Development, held in Rio de Janeiro, and ratified the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change as well as the 

Kyoto Protocol, thus committing to implement them.    

   

The Republic of Angola is currently adapting its national legislation. As a 

result, my Government enacted the Environmental Law; formulated a 

National Strategy for the  
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Implementation of the Kyoto Protocol, the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change and the United Nations Convention on 

Biological Diversity.    

   

My Government foresees the establishment of operational instruments, such 

as the National Adaptation Program of Action, the Designated National 

Authority, and the National Carbon Fund.    

   

In the context of the re-industrialization of the country, environmental 

legislation is compulsory, particularly that which is linked to the evaluation 

of the environmental impact, without which no investment is approved by 

the Government.    

   

This is how we plan to gradually reduce the burning of gas resulting from oil 

production in Angola. My Government is committed to the total elimination, 

by 2010, of such gas by transforming it into liquefied natural gas.  

 

Furthermore, the protection of forests and reforestation constitutes a priority 

for my Government as it will increase our capacity to curb the emission of  

carbon monoxide in the atmosphere.    

   

It is our conviction that the presentations that are delivered today will 

substantially contribute for the establishment of a global Strategy and the 

implementation of practical actions to address the complex and 

multidimensional challenge of climate change for a better tomorrow.    

 

Thank you very much. 


