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It is with great pleasure that I welcome Your Excellency Wen Jiabao and the important 
delegation accompanying you to Angola.  Please believe that we will do everything to 
ensure that your first visit to Angola will be crowned with success and that you will take 
with you a very good impression of the hospitality and cordiality of the Angolan people 
and government. 
 
The high level of this official visit is an appropriate reflection of the level and importance 
of our relations of friendship and cooperation, based on mutual respect and full awareness 
of the interests of our respective peoples. 
 
Those relations have been built and consolidated over a long period of time, with realism 
and pragmatism, through the clear and unequivocal positions we have taken on the most 
burning problems experienced by our two countries and our coinciding views on 
international problems.  
 
The ties between us can therefore be regarded as exemplary, since they are not only 
geared to the internal development of each of our countries and the wellbeing of our 
peoples, but we also seek to promote international peace and stability. 
 
Indeed, within the current context of globalisation, it is values like dialogue and mutual 
understanding, based on the spirit of equity and agreed interests, which are the best 
means of promoting and preserving peace and balanced international relations. 
 
In this respect, the Africa policy of the People’s Republic of China deserves to be hailed.   
Taking into account the realities of the continent, it has been taking positions suited to the 
development expectations of African countries, giving them help, establishing 
partnerships and promoting mutually advantageous cooperation that is not tied to political 
preconditions out of keeping with reality.   
 
China is thus demonstrating that successes achieved through the fair policies adopted, 
especially in the economic, scientific and technological areas, are not only geared to its 
own development and raising the living standards of its people, but are intended to help 
other countries to be able to aspire to a more dignified place in the international concert 
of nations.  
 
In the specific case of Angola, we hail the pragmatic stance and all-round cooperation the 
People’s Republic of China maintains with Angola, making it possible to hasten the 
reconstruction of our country ravaged by four decades of war.   
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Angola is today in almost the same situation in which China found itself in 1949.  Nearly 
everything needs to be rebuilt and many new things have to be built.  This means that a 
large number of projects have to be carried out at the same time.  That is, we are in a 
hurry, we need good quality projects and we have financial and technical limitations. 
 
It is not so much assistance we seek from China but, especially, exemplary and mutually 
beneficial cooperation.  China needs natural resources and Angola wants development.  
The two countries can therefore establish constructive cooperation, especially in strategic 
areas, to fulfil their own expectations and ambitions in respect of economic and social 
development. 
 
Within this context, we appreciate the cooperation established between China-Sonangol, 
SINOPE and UNIPEC and the efforts our two countries are making to rehabilitate basic 
facilities destroyed during the war in Angola. 
 
Apart from making our interests compatible, this cooperation creates the climate of trust 
needed to consider initiatives by each of our countries aimed at the consolidation of 
peace, international security and the progressive elimination of the gap between the 
developed countries and the most underdeveloped ones. 
 
In this connection, political and diplomatic consultation between the appropriate 
authorities in our respective governments could be a means of identifying issues of 
mutual interest and taking similar positions on them. 
 
Issues like the reform of the United Nations, international terrorism, the defence and 
conservation of the environment, sustainable development and combating hunger, 
poverty and the major endemic diseases, which affect a large part of the world’s 
population, should naturally be given special attention. 
 
The frequent visits to Africa by high-ranking Chinese leaders are a clear sign of their 
interest in contributing, through constructive and exemplary cooperation, to the solution 
of its problems.   
 
China can give decisive support to Africa in the struggle for peace and economic and 
social development, as it did during the national independence struggle of many African 
peoples. 
 
Angola has already shown that is an important factor for peace and stability in the 
southern sub-region and in Africa as a whole.  It has been endeavouring to transform 
itself, in a short space of time, into a factor for economic growth and development.  
South-South cooperation is seen as extremely important to this end. 
 
Mr Prime Minister, thank you for having accepted my invitation to visit Angola.  Your 
presence in our country is a source of great pleasure for me and for all Angolans who 
want to see non-stop progress in the country, in the company of good friends. 
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I am certain that your visit will be another important landmark in the strengthening of the 
ties of friendship, solidarity and cooperation between the Republic of Angola and the 
People’s Republic of China. 
 
Long live the friendship between the Republic of Angola and the People’s Republic of 
China!  
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