New Press Law Published

Luanda, 05/30/2006 - The new Press Law recently passed by the National
Assembly and endorsed by the president, José Eduardo dos Santos, was
published in Friday's edition of the State Gazette.

The new Law, 7/06, sets the new forms of exercise of journalism and defines the
ways of access to the future professionals of the social communication.

The Law is part of the country's new reality taking shape since April 2002.

Various sectors of the civil society were involved in the drafting of the Law,
through debates and talks.

The new Press Law was passed by the National Assembly in February this year,
with 125 votes in favour, 26 against and ten abstentions.

On the occasion, the Social Communication minister, Manuel Rabelais said the
draft has the merit of being far-reaching and modern and in perfect harmony with
the country's real socio-political context.

The minister also stressed that the instrument constitutes a means of balance
between the free exercise of journalism and the rights of personality of the
citizens, with incentives to media organs considered.

The prohibition of censorship, the access to sources of information and a set of
journalists' rights and duties, comprise the large range of guarantees to the
exercise of a free journalism mentioned by the minister.



