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Mr Chairman,

It is an honor for the Delegation of Uruguay to address this Committee on behalf of the
Member States of Mercosur, Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay and of its Associated States,
Bolivia and Chile. Once more, our countries wish to collectively express their interest in the effects
of the atomic radiations.

The group Mercosur attaches great importance to the fact that the international community be
able to evaluate with the purpose of arriving to conclusions scientifically acceptable, the
consequences of the radiations in affected populations and hope that the results of those
nvestigations may complement the available data on people exposed to atomic radiations.

According to the concern of our civil societies with regards to the pollution of the
environment through radiations, we wish to underline the relevance of the tasks of the United Nations
Scientific Commiitee for the Study of the Effects of Atomic Radiations in the evaluation of the levels
and associated risks of the exposure to natural sources of radiation. An exemple of this is, among
others, the presence and direct collaboration of scientific from some of our countries m such
Committee, Besides, we welcome as well the continued collaboration of the Committee to the efforts
undertaken in the evaluation of the transfer of radionucleids through the environment.

During the last 48 vears, the modality of work and the quality of the reports of the Commitice
have arguably contributed to the search for a safer environment. Its conclusions are still being
acknowledged and used by important intermational organizations, including the International
Commitiee on Radiological Protection as well as agencies from the UN system, such as the
International Atomic Energy Agency, the World Health Organization, the International Labor
Organization and the Food and Agriculture Organization.

We acknowledge the efforts of the Committee that in its report comiained in document
A/58/46 maintains its level of excellence and we welcome the new program of work which invelved
research in the fields of radioecology, the evaulation of radon in homes and workplaces taking into
account the relationship between sources and effects, the epigenetic efffects of the exposure to
ionizing radiation and cancer, and the exposure to radiation within the medical context. We are
pleased to observe as well the continued oficial collaboration with scientists from Belarus and
Ukraine who have contributed significantly to the advancement of the Committee’s tasks.

Mr Chairman,

Before concluding, I wish to reaffirm the commitment of Mercosur member States and its
Associated States with the utilization of the nuclear energy exclusively with peaceful purposes, The
international agreements and mechanisms of which we are a party guarantee the peaceful use of the
atom in our countries and enable the free exchange of materials and technology among our scientific

institutions.

Thank you.



