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Mr. Chairpnan,

The delegation of Urnguay has the honour to speak on behalf of the member couniries of Mercosur,
Argenting, Brazil, Paragnay, Urnguay and the associated countries of Bofivia and Chile.

Through you, Mr. Chairman, we wish to thank the Secretary-General and the Special Representative
of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict for the reports that they have prepared
for this session. We also thank the represemiatives of UNECEF, the Office of the High Commissiomer
for Human Rights and Mr. Ofara Gtunnu for their introductory statements and for the replies which
they gave the Committes,

The countries of Mercosur and associated countries have the Convention on the Rights of the Child
a8 the basic guideline and essential frame of reference for action on behalf of children and youth.
Also among the guiding principles are the conéents of regional and intermatiomal documents that
imdicate the correct conrse of action in protecting children and youth. We attach great importance to
the Optiomal Proiocols to the Convention, whick maost of the countries in the Group have already
ratiffied.

The Group siresses the importance of the Sinsl docament of the special session om children, entitled
“A World Fit for Children”, which, im very concrete stages, proposes a strategy for achieving funll
compiinnee with the ohjectives of the Convention. The four primcipzl objectives of that document
reimforce the Millepnium development goals, seven of which refate io the rights of the child.

The issee of the promoiion and protection of the rights of the child is at the core of the social
commitment ¢f Mercosur and associated countries, which, im the Charter of Buenos Aires, decided to
promaote the effective application of the priding principles aimed at ensuring the full protection of
children and youth and at encowraging the elaboration of specific policies on their behalf that talke
into account their needs whthin the family and comnmunity.

Mechkanisms have therefore been established to support the most valnerable secial groups, with
priority being given to certnin aspects sech as nufriiion, and special emphasis being placed on
children, youth, women heads of honseholds and moethers who are minors. Concrefe measures have
2iso been taken to satisfy the special meeds of boys, girls and youtk in situations of viclemee snd sexual
abuse, ir particular problems such as teensge pregnancy, drug use and criminal behavionr.

In addressimg the issue of child labour, Mercosur’s position is reflected in the speeific declaraiion of
its Presidents, in whick they reaffirm their commitment to strengthening national plans for the
prevemtion and eradication of child labowr and pledge fo work fowards the deffmition of specific
comimon policies inspived by the goal of full protection.

The countries of Merensur and asyociated coumiries have pledged to guarantee the right to basic
education and to premote access {0 secondary, technical and vocational edweation, recognizing hat
these zre key requiremrents fipr overcoming poverty and ideal vehicles for soeial and ecomomic
advaRtenaent,

Recogrizing that demecratic sceieties and soeial eyunity are achieved by educating boys and girls amd
youth and by raining them for ingertion into the Iabounr market in a safisfactory and productive
manzer, our eountries are worldng to improve the quality of edueation throngh jeacher trajming,
promotion of civie values im scheols and through use of information technrologies.

We also consider it essemtial to take the family nucleus as the wnit of intervention for sccini pelicies
simed at, imter alia, promoting the retemtion of boys and girls in the education system at the primary
level and of youth at the secondary level.



In this respect, it is impertant to point out that in this process, we are also seeking to include the
large number of indigenous children and afro-descendants present in most of the countries of
Mercesur and Bolivia and Chile. One of the ways to promote respect for their cultures is to
guarantee them bilingual education ~ an enormous challenge for our countries in light of the
considerable financial and human rescurces needed to make this a reality. In this connection,
mention should be made of the recent ministerial meeting of the management group for the project
“Educate in diversity in Mercosur couniries”,

A key issue for Mercosur and associated countries relates to kealth care and health services which,
thanks to the efforts alveady made, are indicating better rates of coverage in the countries of the
region, but which at the same time pose an ongoing challenge, owing to the difficulties being
encountered on the path o economic and social development, Particularly challenging is the need to
provide care for boys, girls and youth affected by HIV/AIDS, an area in which the conntries of the
Group have given a clear commitment that is reflected in significant initiatives in prevention, care
and treatment.

Despite the intense work that has been done to combat the problem, both at the public level and by
civil society and non-governmental orgagpizations, our countries must still face np to the serious
problem of children working/living on the sireet,

These young victims, lacking a family environment of which they can become a part, outside of the
educational system, and exposed to all types of risks such as drug addiction, maltreatment and
exploitation, often end up being pushed into crime, and at times even put an end to their lives for this
reason.

Nor can we fail te mention our concern at the increase in the number of cases involving children
from the subregion who have been ahducted or kept in the cusiody of one of their parents residing
outside the continent. This concern must be viewed in the broader context of human rights that
impose the international community a conduct that shonld be guided by the best interest of the child,
the right to maintain regnlar contact with both pavents and to be heard by the competent courts. In
this connection, the countries of Mercosur have been examining initintives to systematize the way in
which the issue of the return of minors is dealt with at the international level,

Lastly, the members of Mercosur and associated countries commend the Committee on the Rights of
the Child on its work and congratulate them on the passage of the amendment previding for an
increase in the number of experts on the Committee, S0 as to ensure an adequate pumber of members
for the conduet of its important work.

I thank youn



