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Mir, Chairman,

I have the homour to speak on behalf of the mémlben- conniries of MERCOSUR -
Argentina, Brazil, Paragunay and Uruguay ~ and the assoclated coumtries, Bolivia
and Chile, on z2genda item 105,

¥ wish to extend the comgratulations of the Group to you, Mr. Chairman, and
through you 2lso to the other members of the Bureaw on your election to guide the
work of the Third Committee, and at the same tize to assure you that the members
of the Group stand ready to give you their fullest cooperation.

The Group also wishes to express its appreciation for the report of the Secretary-
General contained in document A/S8/172, whick addresses the question of the need
for coherence between the various policies required to promote social development,
participation and partnership as objectives and means of social development.

The member countries and associate members of MERCOSUR wish to reiterate our
fiirmm commitiment (o the principles and objectives established at the World Summwpait
for Social Development and at the twenty-fourth special session of the General
Assembly held to follow up the outcome of the Swummsit.

We also wish to reaffirm our commitunent to the principles of represemtative
democracy and the rule of law and owr unconditional respeet for civil and political
rights, wlkich are the basic foundations of our regional integration, in the belief that
the ohjective of integral; equitable and people-centred social development can be
achieved only within a context of full respect for human rights.

MERCOSUR and the associated countries have based their soeial agenda on the
Charter of Buenos Alres of June 2000 and have based their common social
developmert goais on the Gramade commitment of September 2000, which is
comsigtent with the Copenhager Programme of Action. The Growp has 2iso
instiputivnalized the Meeting of Social Developmemnt Ministers and Anthorities of
MERCOSUR and the associated coumtries, 2 mechanism that was established to
identify commeon priorities in this area and to develop programmes and projects at
thhe nationz! and regional level inm aress such as the fight apeinst poverty ard the
eradication of child labowr.

Im iy sonneciion, the Presidemts of the States parties of MERCOSUR, Bolivia amd
Chile have remewed thefr cormmaitent to spare no effort in the fight against poverty
amd socin! nequality through, among other things, an increase in the availability of
productive employment and broader and unrestricted access by the entire
popuiation to educaiion and health, with special emphasis on children and ether
vilnerable growps.

It s 2 maiter of the wimaost priority for MERCOSUR to persevere in its efforts to
promote development with equity im fts States parties amd in the regicm as 2 whole,



with emphasis on ail those measures that seek to promete the social and economic
inclusion of the most disadvantaged seeters of the pepulation.

In efrsumstances of a critical cconomic situation, our Governments have sought to
adopt measures that address in particular the needs of marginalized sectors through
programmes targeted to specific groups, such a3 older adults, children and
adolescents.

MERCOSUR and the associated countries holds the view that social developmemnt
reguires active participation by all actors in the proeess of developmient. It therefore
encourages the participation of those sectors of civil society represemted im the
Fecnomic and Soeiz] Consultative Forure in the proeess of integration.

The Growp promotes the cooperative movement, recognizimg in that activity an
important tool for development and an agent for promoting regional development,
gcomomic imtegration, inclusion and social cohesion.

MERCOSUR, Bolivia and Chile share the view that the major conferences held
simee 2800 on social or development issues have included im their agendss many of
the questions that had been dealt with at the Copenhagen Summit and Copenhagen
+ 8, Hence the importance of implementing the recommendations of the World
Sumurit and its follow-up meeting, whose goals are summarized in the Millenminm
Development Goals.

To this end, our Group alse wishes to stress the importance of national and
imternational cooperation for social development, whick is essential for the
strengthening of the human, nstitntienal and techmological capacity of developing
coumiries.

Our conntries efforts to achieve social development also require the assistance of the
imtermational commumnity, especially the United Nations system, amd in particuiar the
Biretton Woeoeds institutions and with respect o the opeming up of internationsal
markeis.

Lastly, Mr, Chairman, the members of MERCOSUR, Bolivia amd Chile wish to
express once again sur political will to comtinue to work individually and collectively
o achicve rhe geals and objeclives set owt at the World Summit for Soeial
Developmesnt amd in the respective special follew-up sessier, s¢ 23 to ultimately
achicve well-being for ail ouwr peoples.

i thami youw



