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Mr. Chairman,

Permit me, on behalf of my delegation, to join previous speakers in congratulating you and members of the Bureau on your election to direct the affairs of the Third Committee during this 61st Session of the UN General Assembly. My delegation further wishes to take this opportunity to thank the Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan, the Independent Expert for the United Nations Study on Violence Against Children, Professor Paulo Sergio Pinheiro and the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, Ms Radhika Coomaraswamy for their comprehensive reports on the situation of children the world over as contained in documents A/61/270, A/61/299 and A/61/275 respectively. We fully welcome the three reports.

Mr. Chairman, this year marks the 16th Anniversary since Sierra Leone ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its two Optional Protocols on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography and on the Involvement of Children in armed conflict in 2001 and 2002 respectively. It is true that my country suffered from a brutal conflict in which children were involved both as victims and perpetrators thus the relevance of this agenda item to my delegation. 

Mr. Chairman, 

After the war was officially declared over in 2002, the Government of Sierra Leone took concrete and affirmative steps towards the promotion and protection of the rights of all our children. In the bid to mitigate some of the problems of post-war trauma, Sierra Leone has, and is still taking concrete measures, in consonance with the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and in the realization of the commitments set out in the final document of the Twenty-Seventh Special Session of the UN General Assembly entitled “A world fit for Children”. 

The first of such practical approaches of the Government of Sierra Leone was the establishment of a Ministry responsible for Social Welfare, Gender and Children’s Affairs (MSWGCA), which among other responsibilities, ensures the protection of the rights of all our children, irrespective of age and sex. Another responsibility of the Ministry was to register, trace, reunify and reintegrate unaccompanied children and children associated with the fighting forces with their families and communities.
The second move was to establish a National Commission for War Affected Children (NaCWAC), with the major thrust of its work centered on Advocacy and the Voice of Children, Policy and Institutional Links and Mechanisms for Children’s Empowerment. Since it establishment, the Commission has embarked on several programmes geared toward the promotion and protection of the rights of our children, which include the provision of skills training and education for war affected children, the building of ”trauma healing centers” in different parts of the country as well as advocacy projects for street and amputee children. In addition, the Commission is presently collaborating with the Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender and Children’s Affairs, UNICEF and other partners for the enactment of a draft Child Rights Bill which, when enacted will present a framework for streamlining and harmonizing the laws of the country on children, in line with the provisions of existing international human rights instruments.

Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates,

Certainly, as a country emerging from a decade-long brutal conflict during which children were subjected to gross and systematic human rights violations such as abductions, forced conscription, rape, sexual violence and abuse, torture, slave labour, amputations, mutilations, killings, forced displacement and other cruel and inhuman treatments, concerted action is needed to ensure that the problems of those children who have suffered the traumatic effect
of war are properly addressed.


Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates,

During the negotiations that helped bring an end to the war in my country, my government adopted a pragmatic approach towards the issue of children as evident in the inclusion into the Lomé Peace Agreement a provision to protect children affected by the conflict in accordance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Since then, the Government of Sierra Leone, with the support of the international community, has paid particular attention to the issue of children including the mobilization of resources through the Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary General for Children and Armed Conflict, UNICEF and other agencies to address the special needs of children especially in the following areas:

· Protection from violence, abuse and abduction;

· Protection from exploitation;

· Free compulsory education; and

· Adequate health care 

In addressing the problem of violence, abuse and abduction, the first measure taken by my government, in collaboration with UNICEF, was to introduce programmes aimed at providing emergency care and services that will reunify children affected by the war with their families and also provide support for their successful reintegration.  The MSWGCA, in partnership with UNICEF and other stakeholders have been engaged in formulating policies that will ensure proper care and protection of the child. We would therefore like at this juncture to thank UNICEF and all our development partners for all their assistance to Sierra Leone, especially in the area of capacity building including training of managers and specialized staff to effectively handle the issues of street children, juvenile justice and child sexual abuse. 

As a further step to address the issue of violence, abuse and abduction, the government of Sierra Leone has established a Family Support Unit (FSU) in the Police Department to intervene in cases of abuse and domestic violence, especially against women and children.   A draft Child Rights Bill has been finalized and is awaiting enactment. Government has quite recently passed an Anti-human Trafficking Law which will address the problems of abduction and trafficking of children as a cross cutting issue.

Mr. Chairman,

We recognize that the problem of roaming child ex-combatants who have been migrating from one resolved conflict Zone to other conflict-prone areas within the sub-region under the guise of finding means of sustenance as in the case of the boy, “Abou” mentioned in the report of the Independent Expert for the UN Study on Violence against Child is a serious matter, which definitely requires urgent and concerted efforts. Sierra Leone, in the past few years, in spite of the numerous difficulties, has taken initiatives to address this issue. This is why we can stand here today and inform this assembly that at the end of 2005, 5,651 children, which constitute 96% of all children registered for DDR, were successfully reintegrated with their families. A couple of technical and vocational training institutions have been established in most parts of the country to keep them gainfully engaged. In addition, a Youth Employment Scheme (YES) geared towards the provision of job opportunities for unemployed youth has been set-up.

Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates,

Getting every child into school is of paramount concern to us in Sierra Leone. This is because we are fully aware of the role education plays in addressing issues like poverty reduction, protecting vulnerable children and in the overall development of the country. A major preoccupation of the Government of Sierra Leone is to ensure that we attain the Millennium Development goal of universal primary education and gender equality by 2015.  We consider education a basic human right, which must be respected, and therefore the right of every child to free quality education. In this respect, Government, in collaboration with the World Bank and other partners, has introduced an affirmative action for the education of girls in the Northern and Eastern provinces of the country; which has the culture of giving priority to the education of boys. Girls are now entitled to free pre-tertiary education in these two regions. 

Furthermore, together with our development partners, we have also been engaged in activities geared towards the improvement of education in the country such as the rehabilitation and reconstruction of schools, provision of learning and teaching materials, furniture, books, sports and recreation materials. We also provided reorientation/accelerated learning programmes for over-aged children and have designed a community school initiative so as to reach children lacking access to formal primary education in distant and remote communities as well as improving the quality of teaching/learning through in-service teacher training programmes. These activities Mr. Chairman have resulted in an increase in the number of school enrolment from 42% in 2000 to 69% in 2005. However, in spite of the above-mentioned moves, 31% of children who are supposed to be in school are still out of school. More proactive and collaborative efforts are therefore required between government and its development partners to address this situation.

Mr. Chairman,

The right of every child in Sierra Leone to enjoy the highest attainable standard of health is another major priority area of Government in it bid to attain the desire of “A World fit for children” and the implementation of the CRC and other international instruments relating to this issue. In this regards, we are presently working on programmes, all of which are in line with the MDG of reducing by half, the proportion of people living without sustainable safe drinking water by 2015 and reducing infant mortality.  The Ministry of Health and Sanitation has developed policies and guidelines on the issue relating to children and the HIV/AIDS pandemic such as support for Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission (PMTCT) as well as pediatric care. Other issues bordering on the health of children which have received serious attention by Government is the prevalence of Malaria and Diarrhoea and immunization against Polio. Today we are proud to be counted among the Polio-free countries in the West African sub-region.

Mr. Chairman, 

As we prepare for the 2007 review of progress achieved in the realization of the commitments made during our 2002 special session on children, we are delighted to inform this Assembly that, given our post-conflict situation, Sierra Leone, with the assistance of its development partners has done much to address issues relating to the promotion and protection of the rights of children.

Nonetheless, we earnestly believe that there is still much to be done if our children should enjoy their inalienable rights to a childhood free of social pressures and unpleasantries. Health and education facilities for children in remote communities are still inadequate, cultural values that favour boys still exist. To further compound the afore-mentioned problems are the issues of poor infrastructure and inadequate trained personnel to tackle the problem of trafficking in persons. More attention should also be given to the reform of the relevant laws dealing with juvenile justice and child sexual abuse. The increasing number of street children and the issue of orphans and other vulnerable children has also become a critical issue, particularly in the face of the HIV/AIDS pandemic. In light of the above constraints, I wish, on behalf of my Government to take this opportunity, to launch an appeal for the continued support of the international community for the cause of the children of Sierra Leone. For together we must work to create “A world fit for children” irrespective of their country of origin.

Let me conclude on the note that building on the rapid gains made thus far, it is the intension of my Government that as Sierra Leone moves forward with its development agenda and mobilization of its social capital, the cross cutting issue of children and youth will continue to be addressed and huge investments made thereto.

I thank you for your attention.
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