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Mr. President

The delegation of the Republic of Sierra Leone wishes to express its profound appreciation to the Security Council for the assessment Missions to West Africa whose report we are here to discuss.  The Mission is yet another concrete indication of the Council’s commitment to resolving the conflicts in the West Africa sub-regions.  We salute members of the Mission for the visit and the impressively prepared report.  This delegation is convinced that sustainable peace and political stability can return to this crisis-ridden region if the recommendations of the Missions are implemented.  We therefore urge all the stakeholders including the United Nations and other members of the international community, the Economic Community of West Africa States and the Governments and other parties to the conflicts in the countries  in conflict to co-operate in the implementation of the recommendations.

Mr. President,

My delegation would like to take this opportunity to remind this august body about two depressing facts about the conflicts in the West African sub-region which, carefully considered, may provide added momentum to the long and tedious search for peace.  First, for about fifteen years now, most of the time and resources of ECOWAS have been concentrated on conflicts in the region, almost completely diverting the attention of the organization from its original objective of regional economic integration and development.  Thus these conflicts have retarded national as well as regional development initiatives.  The second fact I wish to remind you about is that it has not been easy for even countries that have not been in conflict to achieve the goals of international development declarations, such as the Millenium Development goals and New Partnership for Africa’s Development.  Do we sincerely expect these already poor countries that are in conflict or transiting from conflict to peace, where even the basic social services are a luxury to fulfill their obligation to these declarations?

Mr. President,


I have reminded the Security Council about these two but intimately related issues to underscore the need to take a fresh and hard look at peace keeping operations and peace processes.  What this delegation is advocating is a strategy of integrated approach, to peace effort that does not only conduct DDR and disappear from the conflict scene also as part of the peace process that addresses the issues of the conflict and ensures smooth transition from hostility to sustainable peace and development.

Mr. President,


As we all know, disarmament and demobilization can be a simple and straight forward process, if the parties are committed.  Reintegration is a much more complicated, expensive and multi-faceted process, and around which revolves post-conflict transition.  In Sierra Leone, the two elections parliamentary and presidential in 2002 and local government in May this year have constituted a major progress in the political reintegration process.  But by far the most critical aspect of re-integration which can be called survival or economic reintegration is yet to be accomplished because of the poor state of the economy.  Education skills around employment opportunities are the tools for this aspect of reintegration.

