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Mr. Chairman, let me at the outset congratulate you on your election as Chairman of the Sixth Committee.   In the same vein, we congratulate your bureau on their election.  This delegation has no doubt that your extensive diplomatic skills will lead our work to a successful and profitable conclusion.

Before proceeding any further, we wish to associate our delegation with the statements made on behalf of the African Union, the Organization of Islamic Conference and the NAM.  We will however make the following statement from our national perspective.  We want to acknowledge the efforts and commitment of the Chairman of the Working Group, Ambassador Rohan Perera of Sri Lanka for trying to find a resolution to the outstanding issues stultifying a consensus on the Draft Comprehensive Convention.  We also wish to commend the efforts of the Coordinator, Ms. Telalian of Greece in this regard.

Mr. Chairman, let me again stress the position of Sierra Leone with regards to the scourge of terrorism.  We unequivocally condemn it in all its forms and manifestations wherever and by whomsoever committed.

Since 9th November 2001, the Security Council has adopted a number of resolutions proscribing terrorism and putting obligations on states to deal with the phenomenon.  It is true that these resolutions have had some effect in a decrease in the spate of terrorist attacks, but it is also true that the attacks that have taken place have become more deadly and have tended to result in more deaths. We affirm the commonly held understanding that acts of terrorism represent one of the most serious threats to international peace and security and has engaged the minds of world leaders and their citizens alike.  

Mr. Chairman, as the magnitude of terrorism continues to increase, it is sad to say that all the mechanisms, including resolutions of the Security Council have not had any lasting effect on the phenomenon.  In other words, the conventions, resolutions and declarations that specifically proscribe and prohibit terrorism and provide for the prosecutions of terrorist acts have been largely ineffective.   An examination of all the resolutions indicate that they are characteristically similar in nature and intent in that they condemn and proscribe terrorism but do not have an enforcement mechanism.  While there is a volume of resolutions and other efforts to address the phenomenon, it goes without saying that the international community does not have any clear and proper mechanism for dealing with this phenomenon. As one author puts it, there are just “bits and pieces of overlapping norms with significant gaps as to their coverage” 

This lack of enforcement mechanism, in the view of my delegation, is due to the lack of a legal definition of terrorism.  This challenge of defining the phenomenon is, one can recall, the main reason why terrorism was not included in the Rome statute of the International Criminal Court.  

Indeed, the problem is still there and after years of discussing the draft comprehensive convention, there is still stalement on the question of a legal definition.  We must however point out that discussions on a definition have had some political overtones and this is sad because the comprehensive convention is a legal instrument.  We can opine that if we want a political definition of terrorism, we can do so in a political declaration.

Mr. Chairman, since we are still saddled with the problem of a definition, how do we prosecute and punish terrorists?  We now have a truly functional and operational International Criminal Court.   In this regard, we want to invite comments on a proposition that terrorists be prosecuted as perpetrators of Crimes Against Humanity under Article 7 (1) of the Rome Statute. In the view, of this delegation, terrorist acts can be crimes against humanity and can fit either way the tests in Article 7 of the Rome statute.  We offer these views for further reflection by the committee.

Mr. Chairman, Sierra Leone welcomes the Report of the Secretary-General entitled “protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism” and in this regard would say combating terrorism should not compromise human rights.  In the view of this delegation, global counter-terrorism measures should not compromise human rights and should comply with human rights law and international law.  It cannot be and should not be viewed as a “zero sum” game.  

Mr. Chairman, since 9/11, there has been talk of declaring war on terrorism.  By its nature, terrorism is a phenomenon and in this regard, it is rather difficult to declare war on a phenomenon.  Perhaps this is why many of the counter-terrorism measures have not been effective.  As such, Sierra Leone supports the call for a high level conference under the auspices of the United Nations to provide a joint response of the international community and all stake holders to the phenomenon.  

In supporting the convening of a high level conference, we encourage the invitations of states, persons and groups perceived to be responsible or associated with terrorism to be included in the dialogue.  Sierra Leone understands the poignant anxiety that may arise from this suggestion, but in tackling the scourge of terrorism, we should leave no stone unturned even if it means sitting at the same table with the devil incarnate.  We believe there can be no resolution of this problem without engaging all parties involved.  We assert this position drawing from our own experience.  We would not have emerged from our eleven year civil war without engaging in dialogue with the rebel groups.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, while we know that at the moment there is no universally accepted legal definition of terrorism, it is understood by some as a form of communication by its perpetrators.  We should therefore avoid excluding them in the dialogue to prevent confining them to their traditional means of communication – that is acts of terror.  Mind you dear colleagues, this suggestion is in no way intended to justify terrorism which as previously stated, we condemn as a crime against humanity.  Sierra Leone believes that this level of inclusion, while understandably difficult, does not justify the criminal activities of terrorists, but is an opportunity to gain a more complete understanding of the root causes of terrorism in pursuit of its prevention and eradication.

I thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
